
• The following pages have some identification markers for each 
of the Curlew & Whimbrel found in India 
 

• To know more on these birds you can visit   
http://ogaclicks.com/curlew/ 
 

• If you are interested in Coming on any of my tours or 
workshops please share your email id. I will keep you updated 
 

• Mail me at ogaclicks@gmail.com   
 

• You can also call me on      (91)9840119078 , 
(91) 9445219078 
(91) 6369815812 

http://ogaclicks.com/curlew/
mailto:ogaclicks@gmail.com


Curlews 



Eastern Curlew  Identification Tips 
Eastern Curlew : Numenius madagascariensis:  Vagrant in india 

©www.ogaclicks.com 

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Upperparts have dark 
feather centres and buff 
notches and fringes 

Breast & Flanks  finely streaked 

very long, heavy bill 

Long black legs Largest Bill in any Wader Breeding 



Eastern Curlew  Identification Tips 
Eastern Curlew : Numenius madagascariensis: Vagrant in india 

 Underwing densely barred brown 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 



Eurasian Curlew  Identification Tips 

Eurasian Curlew : Numenius arquata:  Winter visitor to coasts in India 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Upperparts are brown 
with dark streaking 

Breast & Flanks buffy brown 
with dark streaking 

Long Bill 

Greyish-blue legs 

Head is buffy brown with dark streaking 

Neck  is buffy brown with dark streaking 

White Belly 

Breeding 



Eurasian Curlew  Identification Tips 

Eurasian Curlew : Numenius arquata: Winter visitor to coasts in India 

 White lower back 

 White rump 

 Pale underwing 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 



Whimbrel Identification Tips 

Whimbrel : Numenius phaeopus :  Winter visitor to coasts in India 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Upperparts are greyish 
brown with pale spotting 

Breast & Flanks  finely streaked 

Mid-size  Bill with 
a downward kink 

Dusky  legs 

Blackish-brown crown with pale central stripe 

Neck is finely streaked 

White Belly 

Dark loral stripes 

Breeding 



 White lower back 

 White rump 

 Streaked  underwing 

Whimbrel Identification Tips 

Whimbrel : Numenius phaeopus :  Winter visitor to coasts in India 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 


