
• The following pages have some identification markers for each 
of the Godwit found in India 
 

• To know more on these birds you can visit   
http://ogaclicks.com/godwit/ 
 

• If you are interested in Coming on any of my tours or 
workshops please share your email id. I will keep you updated 
 

• Mail me at ogaclicks@gmail.com   
 

• You can also call me on      (91)9840119078 , 
(91) 9445219078 
(91) 6369815812 
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Godwits 



Bar-tailed Godwit  Identification Tips 

Bar-tailed Godwit : Limosa lapponica : Widespread winter visitor to Coasts  in India 

©www.ogaclicks.com 

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com Important  id point 

 Brick red breast 

Upperparts are fringed 
chestnut 

Upturned bill: pink at 
the base and black 
towards the tip 

 Barred tail 

 Grey-brown upperparts  
Stripped appearance 

Difference from Breeding plumage 

Breast is  grey, 
with fine dark 
streaking 

White Supercilium 

Breeding 

Non-breeding 

Brick red Belly 

Duller than Male 

Difference from Male 

blue-grey legs 

Chestnut-red Neck 

Buff Supercilium 
Female 

Longer bill 

Whitish underparts 

Folded wings 
extend 
beyond tail 



 Barred Tail 

Underwings white with fine 
black streaking 

Legs extended well beyond 
the tail 

Bar-tailed Godwit  Identification Tips 

Bar-tailed Godwit : Limosa lapponica : Widespread winter visitor to Coasts  in India 

©www.ogaclicks.com 

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 



Black-tailed Godwit  Identification Tips 

Black-tailed Godwit : Limosa  limosa  : Widespread winter visitor in India ( Except Kerala. East and 
North East India 

©www.ogaclicks.com 

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com Important  id point 

Orange breast 

Upperparts are fringed 
chestnut 

Yellowish or orange-
pink base and dark tip 

 White Underparts 

 Grey-brown upperparts  
Uniform appearance 

Difference from Breeding plumage 

Breast is  grey. No 
streaking 

White Supercilium 

Breeding 

Non-breeding 

Dark brown barring on belly 

Duller than Male 

Difference from Male 

Dark grey / black legs 

Orange  Neck 

White Supercilium 
Female 

Longer bill 

Whitish underparts 

Black Tail band 

Pink base and 
dark tip bill 



 Black banded Tail 

White wingbar 

Legs extended well 
beyond the tail 

Black-tailed Godwit  Identification Tips 

Black-tailed Godwit : Limosa  limosa  : Widespread winter visitor in India ( Except Kerala. East and 
North East India 

Plain white Underwing 

©www.ogaclicks.com 

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 



Eastern Black-tailed Godwit  Identification Tips 

Eastern Black-tailed Godwit : Limosa  limosa  melanuroides: Passage migrant to North East India 

©www.ogaclicks.com 

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com Important  id point 

Orange breast 

Upperparts are fringed 
chestnut 

Yellowish or orange-
pink base and dark tip 

 Grey-brown 
upperparts  Uniform 
appearance 

Difference from Breeding plumage 

Breast is grey. 
No streaking 

White Supercilium 

Breeding 

Non-breeding 

Dark brown 
barring on  
orange belly 

Duller than Male 

Difference from Male 

Dark grey / 
black legs 

Orange  Neck 

White Supercilium 

Female 
Longer bill 

Whitish underparts 

Black Tail band 

Pink base and 
dark tip bill 

White Supercilium 



 Black banded Tail 

White wingbar 

Legs extended well 
beyond the tail 

Plain white Underwing 

Eastern Black-tailed Godwit  Identification Tips 

Eastern Black-tailed Godwit : Limosa  limosa  melanuroides: Passage migrant to North East India 

©www.ogaclicks.com 

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 


