* The following pages have some identification markers for each
of the Lapwings found in India

* To know more on these birds you can visit
http://ogaclicks.com/lapwing/
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Grey- headed Lapwing Identification Tips

Grey- headed Lapwing: Vanellus cinereus : Winter visitor to East and North East India ( Sporadically
spread across ) Iris is red

Yellow bill with dark rey Head
tip In non-breeding plumage head
\ w‘b."
” /

and neck are browner
In non-breeding plumage, chin
and throat white, streaked
brown

Grey Neck

Grey Breast > Brown upperparts

In non-breeding plumage, black '
breastband partially obscured -

Black band on breast

Black tail.

Underparts are white

Breeding

Yellow legs =———>

Difference from Male

Difference from Breeding plumage Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Northern Lapwing Identification Tips
Northern Lapwing : Vanellus vanellus : Winter visitor to North India and Gujarat.

White area Black crest
through the

face

In non-breeding plumage head
and neck are browner

White throat

Black Throat

Black breast

Metallic glossy
green upperparts

Rufous Face

Underparts are white
P Bronze Vent

Pink legs

White throat
and upper
breast Non-breeding Difference from Breeding plumage

Difference from Male

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Red-Wattled Lapwing Identification Tips
Red-Wattled Lapwing : Vanellus indicus: Widespread Resident in India
Black Head

Red-wattles Non-breeding plumage has brown-tinged crown
Red-bgak with \ White patch from belly and tail, flanking
black tip —% the neck to the sides of crown

Black Throat

Non-breeding
plumage white
speckling on throat

Light Brown

Black breast upperparts

Underparts are white
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_ Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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River Lapwing Identification Tips

River Lapwing : Vanellus duvaucelii : Resident in North ,East, North East India ( Also Odisha, and northern
Andhra)

Black face
Black crown feathers , can be raised to

form a crest

Red eyes

Grey-white neck sides

/ Brown upperparts

Black tail

Black bill

Black Throat

Grey-brown breast band

Underparts aré white

Black legs

Black belly patch
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Sociable Lapwing Identification Tips
Sociable Lapwing : Vanellus gregarius: Winter visitor to North & North West India

Bold white supercilia from forehead to nape
X - Black eye stripe

Grey upperparts

Black lores

Black bill =—>,

Grey breast

Brown Back

White Undertail
Underparts
Brown are Black

Black legs /

o

Non-breeding Maroon belly patch
Difference from Breeding plumage
Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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White-tailed Lapwing Identification Tips
White-tailed Lapwing : Vanellus leucurus : Winter visitor in North West India

Pinkish-brown Head

e 4 Brown neck
Black bill — " e

Brown upperparts

Grey breast

White tail
Rosy buff belly

Yellow legs —>

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Yellow-wattled Lapwing Identification Tips

Yellow-wattled Lapwing : Vanellus malabaricus s : \Widespread Resident in India

Black head

Yellow wattles
White line behind eye

Black bill with yellowish base

Brown upperparts
Black chin & throat

Brown breast

Non-breeding adult has all of black
areas mottled with brown

White Belly
Tail has a subterminal black band

Yellow legs ———>

Difference from Breeding plumage
Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Lapwings in Flight

Grey-headed Lapwing

Red-wattled Lapwing
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