
• The following pages have some identification markers for 
each of the Locustella Warbler found in India 
 

• To know more on these birds you can visit   
www.ogaclicks.com/warbler 
 

• If you are interested in coming on any of my tours or 
workshops please share your email id. I will keep you updated 
 

• Mail me at ogaclicks@gmail.com   
 

• You can also call me on      (91)9840119078 , 
(91) 9445219078 
(91) 6369815812 

 
 
 

http://www.ogaclicks.com/warbler
mailto:ogaclicks@gmail.com


Grasshopper Warbler - Identification Tips 

Syke's Warbler : Locustella naevia straminea: EASTERN GRASSHOPPER-WARBLER – Widespread 
(sporadic spread)  winter visitor in India 

©www.ogaclicks.com Reference : www.HBW.com 

Upper parts are olive-brown 
or warm brown 

 Undertail-coverts buffy brown with 
long, narrow dark brown streaks 

  Light brown or whitish supercilium 

bill dark brown above, 
yellow-flesh to yellowish-
grey below 

Legs are pinkish-flesh to 
greyish-pink 

 light olive-brown wash  
on breast   

Dark Loral spot 

light olive-brown wash 
on  Flanks 

Pale narrow eyering 

Faint dark streaks on ear-coverts 

Lower throat and upper 
breast streaked dark brown 



Lanceolated Warbler - Identification Tips 

Lanceolated Warbler: Locustella  lanceolata: Winter Visitor in North East Indian Subcontinent, 
Andamans and Nicobars Islands 
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Upper parts are olive-brown 
with broad blackish streaks 

 Undertail-coverts buff to warm brown 
with dark central spot or streak  

  Narrow whitish supercilium 

Bill  is blackish-brown 
above, pinkish with dark 
tip below 

Legs are pinkish-brown to 
Pale pink 

Dark Lores 

olive-brown or 
ochre on  Flanks with sharp 
dark grey streaks 

Faint dark streaks on ear-coverts 

Whiter on throat  

Top of head olive-brown with blackish spotting 

Whiter on Belly 

Olive-brown or 
ochre on  Breast with sharp 
dark grey streaks Tail is olive-brown 



Rusty-rumped Warbler- Identification Tips 

Rusty-rumped Warbler : Locustella  certhiola  centralasiae : Palla’s Grasshopper Warbler- Winter 
Visitor to  North east India 
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Upper parts are warm olive-
brown  

 Undertail-coverts warm buff with 
paler tips 

  Prominent pale buff  supercilium Bill  is  dark horn-brown or 
blackish above, pale yellowish 
or flesh-coloured with dark 
tip below 

Legs are pale flesh-brown or 
pinkish-flesh 

Dark Lores 

Olive-brown on  Flanks 

Faint dark streaks on ear-coverts 

Whiter on throat  

Top of head with heavy black streaking 

Whiter on Belly 

Buffy brown on  Breast 

Rufous Rump and  uppertail-coverts 



Thick-billed Warbler Identification Tips 

Thick-billed Warbler: Phragamaticola aedon : Winter Visitor to Kerala, West Tamil Nadu, North 
East , Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
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Upper parts are fulvous-
tinged olive-brown 

 Undertail-coverts buffish-white 

Maxilla is dark brown, 
mandible  is flesh-coloured 

Legs are bluish, purplish on 
side of tarsus, toes are blue 

Greyish brown Lores 

 Warm buff suffusion 
on  Flanks 

Faint dark streaks on ear-coverts 

Chin and Throat 
yellowish white 

Plain head pattern, head is greyish brown 

Whiter on Belly 

 Warm buff suffusion on  
Breast 

Tail is long and graduated 


