
• The following pages have some identification markers for each 
of the Flowerpeckers found in India 
 

• To know more on these birds you can visit 
http://ogaclicks.com/flowerpecker/ 

 
• If you are interested in Coming on any of my tours or 

workshops please share your email id. I will keep you updated 
 

• Mail me at ogaclicks@gmail.com   
 

• You can also call me on      (91)9840119078 , 
(91) 9445219078 
(91) 6369815812 

http://ogaclicks.com/flowerpecker/
mailto:ogaclicks@gmail.com


Sno. Name Binomial Name 
1   Andaman  Flowerpecker   Dicaeum concolor virescens 
2   Fire-breasted Flowerpecker   Dicaeum ignipectus 
3   Nilgiri Flowerpecker   Dicaeum concolor  
4   Pale-billed Flowerpecker   Dicaeum erythrorhynchos 
5   Plain Flowerpecker   Dicaeum concolor minullum 
6   Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker   Dicaeum cruentatum 
7   Thick-billed Flowerpecker   Dicaeum agile 
8   Yellow-bellied Flowerpecker   Dicaeum melanoxanthum 
9   Yellow-vented Flowerpecker   Dicaeum chrysorrheum 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com Important  id point 

Bill is black-tipped bluish grey or 
black with dark horn-brown culmen / 
slate-coloured mandible 

Yellow vent 

Green wings with blackish fringes 

Andaman  Flowerpecker Identification Tips – D.c. virescens 

Andaman Flowerpecker: Dicaeum concolor virescens :  Resident of Andaman islands in India 

Legs are brownish black or plumbeous 

Green Upperparts 

Throat to breast brown 

Dark greenish tail 

Brownish head & crown Iris is brown to dark brown 

Belly yellow 

Both the sexes similar 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com Important  id point 

Bill is black, sometimes 
whitish patch at base of 
mandible 

Yellow vent 

Metallic greenish blue-black wings 

Fire-breasted Flowerpecker Identification Tips 

Fire-breasted Flowerpecker : Dicaeum ignipectus:  Resident of Himalayas & hills of North East India 

Legs are brownish black or plumbeous 

Metallic greenish blue-black Upperparts 

Throat buffy white 

Dark greenish- blue tail 

Metallic greenish blue-black head & crown Iris is brown or black 

Underparts rich buff, black stripe in centre 
of belly 

Scarlet patch on breast 

Sides of breast black 

Crown greyish olive 

Upperparts olive-green 

Yellow rump 

Olive-green Wings 

Pale eyering 

Lores buffy white 

Underparts  pale buff 
to cinnamon-buff 

Bill  is black, yellow 
to orange patch at 
base of mandible 

Male 

Female 



©www.ogaclicks.com 

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com Important  id point 

Bill is black-tipped bluish grey 

Olive rump 

Brown wings with olive fringes 

Nilgiri Flowerpecker Identification Tips 

Nilgiri Flowerpecker: Dicaeum concolor :  Resident of Western Ghats & hills of Tamil Nadu in India 

Legs are brown to dark brown 

Olive brown  Upperparts 

Brownish tail 

Olive-brown head & crown with  
feathers having dark centres 

Iris is brown to dark brown 

Underparts are whitish 

Both the sexes similar 

Pale lores Pale Supercilium 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com Important  id point 

Bill is pale horn brown,  
pinkish-flesh at gape and on 
lower mandible except tip, 
mouth pale pink 

Brown wings with pale edging 

Pale-billed Flowerpecker Identification Tips 

Pale-billed Flowerpecker : Dicaeum erythrorhynchos :  Widespread Resident in India ( except North 
West & North East India) 

Legs are dark slate-coloured 

Olive brown  Upperparts 

 Dark brown tail with pale tips 

Olive-brown head & crown 
Iris is hazel brown 

Underparts are greyish-white 

Both the sexes similar 

Pale lores 

Tinged greyish-brown on sides of breast 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com Important  id point 

Bill is black-tipped bluish grey 
or black with dark horn-brown 
culmen or slate-coloured 
mandible 

Brown wings with olive  edging 

Plain Flowerpecker Identification Tips – D.c. minullum 

Plain Flowerpecker : Dicaeum concolor minullum: Resident  of Central & East Himalayan foothills, hills 
of North East India 

Legs are brownish black or plumbeous 

Brown  Upperparts 

 Dark brown tail with pale tips 

Brown head & crown 
Iris is brown to dark brown 

Underparts are dusky yellow 

Both the sexes similar 

Pale lores 

Vent yellow 

Brown coverts with olive  edging 

Brown  Scapulars 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com Important  id point 

Bill is black, sometimes whitish 
patch at base of mandible 

White  vent 

Glossy blue-black wings 

Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker Identification Tips 

Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker : Dicaeum cruentatum :  Resident of Eastern Himalayan foothills & hills of 
North East India 

Legs are brownish black or plumbeous 

Scarlet red Upperparts 

Throat  pale buff 

Scarlet red rump 

Scarlet  Red head & crown 

Iris is brown or black 

Underparts Buff 

 Pale buff on breast 

Sides of breast black 

Crown olive-brown 

Upperparts olive-brown 

Scarlet uppertail-coverts 

Dark brown wings 

Black tail 

Throat greyish-white 

Underparts  pale buff 

Bill  black or 
blackish-green 

Male 

Female 

Glossy blue-black Tail 
Flanks grey 

Sides of neck black 

Legs are black or blackish-green Flanks grey 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com Important  id point 

Thick bill is bluish-black 

Brown wings with olive  fringes 

Thick-billed Flowerpecker Identification Tips 

Thick-billed Flowerpecker : Dicaeum agile: Widespread Resident in India ( except North West & North 
East India) 

Legs are slaty brown 

Grey-brown Upperparts green tinge 

 Dark brown tail edged olive-green 

Olive-brown head & crown 
Iris is light brick red,  dull orange or brown 

Underparts buffy with obscure brown streaking 

Both the sexes similar 

Pale lores 

Vent White 

Brown coverts with olive  edging 

White submoustachial streak 

Thin brown malar stripe 

Throat buffy white with faint brown streaking  

Undertail with large white tips on 
outer feathers Distinctive habit of jerking tail from side to side 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com Important  id point 

Bill is upper mandible black, lower mandible grey 

Yellow vent 

Glossy black wings 

Yellow-bellied  Flowerpecker Identification Tips 
Yellow-bellied  Flowerpecker : Dicaeum melanoxanthum :  Resident of Himalayas & hills of North East India 

Legs are black 

Slaty blue-black  Upperparts 

Centre of throat and upper breast white 

Slaty blue-black  crown 

Iris is red or chestnut 

Underparts Yellow 

Greyish-black on breast sides 

Crown olive-grey 

Upperparts  olive-grey 

Flanks olive-yellow 

Dark brown wings 

Centre of 
throat and 
breast white 

Centre of belly 
pale yellow 

Male 

Female 

Outer pairs of tail 
feathers with large 
white patch  

Sides of neck greyish- black 

Undertail coverts pale yellow 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com Important  id point 

Bill is  dark grey or blackish 

Black  wings 

Yellow-vented Flowerpecker Identification Tips 

Yellow-vented Flowerpecker: Dicaeum chrysorrheum: Resident  of Himalayas, hills of North East India 
(Assam, South to Mizo Hills) 

Legs are dark grey 

Bright olive-green  Upperparts 

 Black tail 

Bright olive-green head & crown 
Iris is orange or orange-red 

Breast and belly creamy white, streaked blackish 

Both the sexes similar 

White lores 

Vent yellow 

Bright olive-green coverts 

White submoustachial stripe 

White Throat 

Greyish-black malar streak 



Andaman Flowerpecker Nilgiri  Flowerpecker 

Plain  Flowerpecker 

Yellowish Belly 
& underparts 

Olive Green 
upperparts 

Olive Grey 
upperparts 

Whitish 
underparts 

Olive rump 

Underparts are 
dusky yellow 

Brown upperparts 

Dicaeum concolor Flowerpecker Comparison  

Resident of Western Ghats & hills 
of Tamil Nadu in India 

Resident  of Central & East Himalayan 
foothills, hills of North East India 

Resident Andaman Islands in India 


