
• The following pages have some identification markers for each 
of the Leiothrix & Minla found in India 
 

• To know more on these birds you can visit 
http://ogaclicks.com/babbler/ 
 

• If you are interested in coming on any of my tours or 
workshops please share your email id. I will keep you updated 
 

• Mail me at ogaclicks@gmail.com   
 

• You can also call me on      (91)9840119078 , 
(91) 9445219078 
(91) 6369815812 

http://ogaclicks.com/babbler/
mailto:ogaclicks@gmail.com


Sno. Name Binomial Name 

1   Bar-throated Siva   Actinodura strigula 

2   Blue-winged Siva   Actinodura cyanouroptera 

3   Red-billed Leiothrix   Leiothrix lutea kumaiensis  

4   Red-tailed Minla   Minla ignotincta 

5   Silver-eared Mesia   Leiothrix argentauris 

List of Leiothrix & Minla found in India 
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Bar-throated Siva (Chestnut-tailed Minla) identification Tips 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Important  id point 

  Crown is yellowish-rufous with loose-feathered 

Bill is greyish-brown  
to black, paler below  

Bar-throated Siva (Chestnut-tailed Minla)  : Actinodura strigula: Resident of Himalayas & hills of North 
East India 

Legs are  brownish-grey to bluish-grey 

Orange-yellow and black 
flight-feather fringes Sexes are Similar 

Iris is  brown to bright red 

Upperparts are Olive grey 

Lores are blackish-tinged yellow 

Tail is dull brownish-chestnut 
and black, with broad whitish 
outer tips and yellow fringe 

Throat whitish with wavy 
black bars 

Ear-coverts are blackish-tinged yellow 

Pale yellowish breast 

Pale yellowish underparts 

Whitish-bordered tertials 

Dusky supercilium 

 Black primary coverts 

Black submoustachial stripe  

Yellow chin 

Rump is Olive grey 



Blue-winged Siva  identification Tips 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Important  id point 

  Crown is pale grey with long parallel 
blue-fringed blackish streaks 

Bill is yellowish-flesh to chrome-
yellow, culmen brownish to dark 
horn  

Blue-winged Siva : Actinodura cyanouroptera: Resident of Himalayas & hills of North East India 

Legs are  brownish-grey to bluish-grey 

Cobalt-blue flight-feather 

Sexes are Similar 

Iris is  grey, greyish-brown , dark hazel to whitish  or yellowish-grey 

Upperparts are creamy buff-brown 

Lores are whitish-grey 

Tail is black with narrow white 
fringe-tips and cobalt-blue edges 

Chin & throat pale pinkish-grey 

Ear-coverts are whitish-grey 

Pale pinkish-grey breast 

White belly 

Tertials are  black with narrow white tips 

Whitish-grey supercilium 

Rump is creamy buff-brown 

Coverts are creamy buff-brown 

White vent 

Lower flanks tinged buff 



Red-billed Leiothrix  identification Tips 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Important  id point 

Bill is coral-red, 
black base 

Red-billed Leiothrix : Leiothrix lutea : Resident of Himalayas & hills of North East India 

Legs are  greenish-yellow to 
pale brown 

Sexes are Similar 

Upperparts are mouse grey 

Uppertail-coverts extend 
two-thirds the length of tail 
and terminate with thin 
white line 

Chin , throat  are yellow 
turning to  bright yellow-
orange  on breast 

Pale olive-grey flanks 

Tail deeply notched, glossy 
black 

Crown yellowish-olive 

Primaries and secondaries black, 
with yellow-orange edges 

Blackish-olive 
submoustachial stripe 

Whitish/cream supraloral stripe 

Ear-coverts are buffish grey 

 Iris is dark brown to crimson 

Vent is pale yellow 

Large chestnut-red basal 
patch on primaries 



Red-tailed Minla identification Tips 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Important  id point 

Red-tailed Minla : Minla ignotincta : Resident of East Himalayas  & hills of North East India 

Crown is black 

Upperparts are  maroon-brown 

chin and throat yellowish-white 

Long greyish streaks on  yellowish -white breast 

Long greyish streaks on  yellowish underparts 

Wing-coverts with white fringes and tips 

Broad black mask 
Iris is pale yellow to cream/brown 

Primaries with red basal fringes 
turning yellower towards tips 

Tail is black with red 
and some white edges 
of feathers 

Lores are black 

Bill is blackish-brown, paler 
horn on lower mandible 

Legs are   olive-brown to 
yellowish-horn 

 Pinkish-yellow to whitish fringing on tail 

Upperparts are dull greyish-brown  

 Pinkish-yellow to whitish fringing on wings 

Difference from male 

Male 

Female 

Yellowish-white supercilium 



Silver-eared Mesia identification Tips 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com Important  id point 

Silver-eared Mesia : Leiothrix argentauris: Resident of East Himalayas  & hills of North East India 

Crown is black 

Upperparts are  grey 

 Bright yellow-orange chin to breast 

yellowish-olive underparts 

Flight feathers fringed 
orange-yellow 

 Silvery ear-coverts Iris is brown/crimson 

Reddish patch at base of 
flight-feathers 

Tail is black with 
yellow margins 

Lores are black 

Bill is orange-yellow 

Legs are  yellowish flesh 

 Paler chin & breast  

Paler forehead 
patch  

Golden-olive nuchal collar 

Difference from male 

Male 

Female 

orange-yellow patch 
on forehead 

orange-grey 
nuchal collar 

Orange-reddish uppertail-
coverts 

Golden-olive vent 

Golden-olive 
uppertail coverts 

Duller reddish wing 
patch  

Duller fringing on flight 
feathers 

Orange-reddish vent 


