
• The following pages have some identification markers for each 
of the Wagtails found in India 
 

• To know more on these birds you can visit 
http://ogaclicks.com/wagtail/ 
 

• If you are interested in Coming on any of my tours or 
workshops please share your email id. I will keep you updated 
 

• Mail me at ogaclicks@gmail.com   
 

• You can also call me on      (91)9840119078 , 
(91) 9445219078 
(91) 6369815812 

http://ogaclicks.com/wagtail/
mailto:ogaclicks@gmail.com


Sno. Name Binomial Name 
1   Citrine Wagtail   Motacilla citreola 
2   Eastern Yellow Wagtail    Motacilla flava tschutschensis 
3   Forest Wagtail   Dendronanthus indicus 
4   Grey Wagtail    Motacilla cinerea 
5     White Wagtail   Motacilla alba 
6     White-browed Wagtail   Motacilla madaraspatensis  
7   Yellow Wagtail   Motacilla flava 

List of Wagtails found in India 
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Citrine Wagtail Identification Tips 
Citrine Wagtail : Motacilla citreola : Breeds in Himalayas & Widespread winter in India ( Except south) 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com Important  id point 

Difference from Nominate 

Yellow head 

Black lower hindneck 

Grey Upperparts 

Rump dark slate-grey 

Wing-coverts dark brown to black 
with pale edgings & white tips 

Wings black with pale edgings 
& white tips 

Yellow underparts 

Bill is black 

Legs are black 
Tail is black with 
white edges 

Dark olive-grey to grey upperparts 

Dark olive-grey to grey ear-coverts 

Dark olive-grey to grey head 

Grey patch 
below eyes 

M. c. calcarata-breeds in Himalayas 

Black Upperparts 

Greater coverts all white 

Diffuse blackish spots on mantle to rump 

Greater coverts 
all white 

Grey crown Yellow foreheads 

Difference from Male 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 



Eastern Yellow Wagtail Identification Tips 
Eastern Yellow Wagtail : Motacilla flava tschutschensis: Rare winter visitor to North West India 

Grey head 

Supercilium White 

Blackish Ear-coverts 

Dark greyish olive upperparts 

Yellow 
Underparts 

White submoustachial 
stripe 

Black bill 

Wings black with pale edgings 
& white tips 

Coverts with pale edgings & 
white tips 

Tail is black with 
white edges 

Legs are black 

Grey-brown head 

Yellow supercilium 

Grey-brown upperparts 

Olive Yellow 
Underparts 

Dark Grey-brown upperparts 

Yellow supercilium 

Dark Grey-brown head 

Pale yellow 
breasts  with 
spots  

Whitish belly 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com Important  id point 

Difference from Breeding 

Difference from Male 

Male 

Female 

Non-breeding 



Forest Wagtail Identification Tips 
Forest Wagtail : Dendronanthus indicus : Rare winter visitor to North West India 

 Greenish-tinged brownish-grey head 

Supercilium White 

Blackish Ear-coverts 

 Greenish-tinged brownish-grey Upperparts 

White chin & throat 
Wings blackish, edged whitish, yellowish-white bases 
forming patch on wing 

Coverts blackish with yellowish-white tips (two wingbars) 

Tail is brownish-grey, 
tinged greenish 

Legs are pale dull pinkish, hind claw short and curved 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Important  id point 

 Two black crescent-shaped 
bands on upper breast, lower 
one broken 

White belly & underparts 

Upper mandible dark grey, lower 
mandible pinkish, tipped dark 

Both the sexes are similar 



Grey Wagtail Identification Tips 
Grey Wagtail : Motacilla cinerea : Breeds in Himalayas;  widespread winter visitor in India 

Grey head 

Supercilium White 

Dark grey upperparts 

Yellow Underparts 

White submoustachial stripe 

Black bill 

Wings black with white  
edgings 

Coverts are grey 

Tail is black and long 

Legs are pinkish/pinkish-brown/dark 
flesh-brown 

Grey-brown head 

White supercilium 

White chin & throat 
with black spots 

Whitish –yellow 
Underparts 

Whitish –yellow 
Underparts 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com Important  id point 

Difference from Breeding 

Difference from Male 

Male 

Female 

Non-breeding 

Black chin & throat 

Black loral stripe 

Paler upperparts 

Whitish flanks 



White Wagtail Identification Tips 

White Wagtail : Motacilla alba: Breeds in Himalayas;  widespread winter visitor in India 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Important  id point 

Black crown  

Black Nape  

White forehead 

Black Chin  
Black throat 

Wings greyish-black, tertials 
broadly edged white 

Coverts with broad white fringes 
(two white wingbars) 

Grey Upperparts 

White face ( Superciliary area , Cheek, ear-coverts) 

Greyish on flanks 

Black breast 

White underparts 

Black bill 

Black bill 

Grey crown  

Grey Nape  

Male 

Female 

Difference from Male 

Greyish on 
breast side 



White Wagtail Identification Tips – Sub-species 

M. a. alboides - ( Himalayan Wagtail)- Breeds in North India and widespread Winter visitor in North and East India 

Male 

White coverts 

Black Mask  on most of face 
Black upperparts 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Important  id point 

Difference from Nominate 

Breast sides & flanks are white 

M. a. personata –  (MASKED WAGTAIL)- Breeds in North West India and a Widespread winter visitor  

White coverts 

Male 

Grey Upperparts 

Black Mask  on most of face 



White Wagtail Identification Tips – Sub-species 

M. a. leucopsis - (CHINESE WAGTAIL) – Winter Visitor to North & North East of India and Andaman Islands 

Male 

White coverts 
White chin & upper throat 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Important  id point 

Difference from Nominate 

Thin white separation of black throat from sides    

M. a. baicalensis - (Baikal Wagtail)- Widespread Winter visitor in India 

Male 

White coverts 

White chin & upper throat 

Thin white separation of black throat from sides    

Grey upperparts 



White Wagtail Identification Tips – Sub-species 

M. a. dukhunensis -widespread winter visitor in India 

White coverts 

Male 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Important  id point 

Difference from Nominate 

Wings Grey  tertials white 

M. a. ocularis-( Siberian Wagtail)- Rare winter visitor to North & North East India 

Black eyestripe through the eye 

White coverts 

Male 



White-browed Wagtail Identification Tips 

White-browed Wagtail : Motacilla madaraspatensis : Widespread resident in India 

 Black head 

Supercilium White 
Thin white crescent below eye 

Black Upperparts 

Black  chin & throat 
Wings are blackish, tipped white 
(closed wing appearing white) 

Tail is black 

Legs are pale dull pinkish, hind claw short and curved 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Important  id point 

White belly & underparts 

Upper mandible dark grey, lower 
mandible pinkish, tipped dark 

Both the sexes are similar 

White coverts 

Black  breast 

Greyish wash on flanks, 



Yellow Wagtail Identification Tips 
Yellow Wagtail : Motacilla flava : Widespread winter visitor in India  ( Only Subspecies found in India) 

Yellow head 

Upperparts greenish-tinged olive-brown 

Wing is blackish, tertials 
fringed yellow or buffy white 

Wing-coverts blackish, fringed and tipped 
greenish yellow (two wingbars) 

Tail is brownish black, 
fringed olive 

Yellow Underparts 

Black bill 

Legs are slate-grey to black 

M. f. lutea- (Yellow-headed wagtail) -  Widespread winter visitor in India 

Grey-brown crown 

Grey-brown upperparts 

Yellow supercilium 

Pale yellow 
underparts 

M. f. leucocephala-   Widespread winter visitor in India 

M. f. bheema  - Widespread winter visitor in India 

Forehead, crown, hindneck and ear-coverts pale ash-grey  

Forehead, crown, 
hindneck and ear-coverts 
White 
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Reference : Birds of Indian 
Subcontinent  Inskipp and 
Grimmett 
www.HBW.com Important  id point 

Difference from nominate 

Difference from Male 

Male 

Female 

Male 
Male 


