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List of Pigeon & Wood Pigeon found in India

Binomial Name
olumba livia
olumba rupestris
aloenas nicobarica
olumba punicea

. Name
olumba leuconota
olumba oenas

7 Yellow-eyed Pigeon olumba eversmanni
Wood Pigeon

Andaman Wood Pigeon Columba palumboides

Ashy Wood Pigeon Columba pulchricollis

Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus
Nilgiri Wood Pigeon Columba eliphinstonii
peckled Wood Pigeon olumba hodgsonii
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Common Pigeon ( Rock Pigeon): Identification Tips -C. I. intermedia
Common Pigeon ( Rock Pigeon):Columba livia intermedia : Widespread Resident in India

Iris is golden orange to orange to red-orange; orbital skin blue-grey

Crown Bluish grey

Nape is suffused with purple and green iridescence

Pale grey mantle

Bill is black, cere white

Upperparts bluish grey
Breast & throat suffused with

purple and green iridescence Wings coverts are pale bluish grey

with two black bands

Pale blackish grey wings

Underparts are grey

Grey Tail with broad
black subterminal band

Legs are red or purplish red

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
. Inskipp and Grimmett
©www.ogaclicks.com Important id point www. HBW.com




Hill Pigeon Identification Tips
Hill Pigeon :Columba rupestris : Resident of Western Ghats, East & North East India

Iris is golden orange to orange to red-orange; orbital skin blue-grey

/ Crown Bluish grey

Nape is suffused with purple and green iridescence

Bill is black, cere white

Pale grey mantle

Breast & throat suffused with

purple and green iridescence
with two black bands

/ Upperparts bluish grey
- / Wings coverts are pale bluish grey

Lower breast suffused
with wine red below gloss

-

White Back

Underparts are gre
P grey White Central Tail band

Legs are red or purplish red

_ Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
. Inskipp and Grimmett
©www.ogaclicks.com Important id point worw. HBW.com



Nicobar Pigeon Identification Tips

Nicobar Pigeon :Caloenas nicobarica : Resident of Nicobar islands in India

Iris is black-brown
Crown dark blackish grey with a silvery purple bloom

:» Dark blackish grey hackles on the neck with a
Heavy black bill with enlarged (P . 2y
cere silvery purple bloom

Upperparts glossy dark or coppery

green

Wings coverts are
iridescent Blue /Green

Underparts are dark, iridescen
green or green and blue

4

Heavy black bill with smaller cere

Shorter hackles than male

Short white tail

T _ ,“ / Wings are iridescent
Blue
Legs are purplish red with yellow or buffy claws -
Browner
underparts
- Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

. Inskipp and Grimmett
©www.ogaclicks.com Important id point www.HBW.com



Pale-capped Pigeon Identification Tips

Pale-capped : Columba punicea : Resident of Eastern Ghats & North East India

Iris is creamy yellow, yellow-brown, orange-yellow or orange-red; orbital skin greyish magenta or purplish, eye rim brighter

Crown & Head silvery grey

Nape is silvery grey
Bill is ivory or pale horn ; cere

and base of bill magenta ~——>.% = Sides and back of neck iridescent purplish pink and bronze green

Throat is brown with Upperparts rich purplish chestnut

coppery iridescence

Wings coverts are rich
purplish chestnut

Breast is brown with
coppery iridescence

Wings are black
Head darker and suffused with brown purple or lilac gloss

L
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Paler upper parts Black tail

. Underparts are duller
Legs are crimson magénta or

purplish red with pale yellow or purplish brown -
white claws

Paler
underparts

Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

; ; Inskipp and Grimmett
Important id point www.HBW.com
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Snow Pigeon Identification Tips

Snow Pigeon :Columba leuconota : Resident of Himalayas in India

/ Crown & head dark slate grey

Iris is yellow or greenish yellow

Bill is black =

Light greyish brown mantle

Light greyish brown upperparts

Wings coverts are slate grey with
,three black bands

Underparts are white

Tail is black; broad white
crescent-shaped band across

Legs are red or pinkish red

_ Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
. Inskipp and Grimmett
©www.ogaclicks.com Important id point worw. HBW.com



Stock Dove Identification Tips
Snow Pigeon :Columba oenas : Vagrant in India

Iris is dark brown; orbital skin is blue-grey
Crown & head are Blue grey

Nape is suffused with green and mauve-pink iridescence

/

Bill is pink basally
and yellow distally,
cere white

:

Light greyish brown mantle

Light greyish brown upperparts
Mauve-pink Throat —=——>

Two short black bars across
upperpart of folded wing

Mauve-pink Breast

Flight feathers with Black tips

Blue-grey underbelly

Tail grey with terminal black band

Legs are red

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
. Inskipp and Grimmett
©www.ogaclicks.com Important id point werw.HBW.com



Yellow-eyed Pigeon Identification Tips
Yellow-eyed Pigeon : Columba eversmanni : Winter visitor in North & North West India

Iris is yellow or yellowish brown; orbital skin pale yellow or cream

Crown & head are Mauve-pink

Bill is brownish or dark
green basally, yellow to
yellowish green or green
distally

Nape is suffused with green and mauve-pink iridescence

Greyish brown mantle

Blue-grey Throat =

Greyish brown upperparts

Mauve-pink Breast Upper rump White

Lower rump and uppertail-coverts dark grey

Flight feathers blue-grey with Black tips
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Legs are yellowish flesh i N \\\\_T \f«.
o - -. ~ \_\v . \
Aot A &,\\‘ \\\ Tail grey with terminal black band

Blue-grey underbelly

-

Three short black bars across
Coverts

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
. Inskipp and Grimmett
©www.ogaclicks.com Important id point www. HBW.com




Wood Pigeon



Andaman Wood Pigeon Identification Tips
Andaman Wood Pigeon : Columba palumboides : Resident of Andaman & Nicobar Islands in India

Iris is with dark orange or red outer ring and inner ring of yellow or orange; orbital skin purplish red

/ Crown & head are silvery grey

Bill is purplish red basally &
and greenish white or
pale yellow distally

Upper mantle with green gloss

Iridescent purple and green fringes on lower mantle

Grey Throat  ———————

Iridescent purple and green fringes on upperparts

Coverts are Iridescent purple with green
fringes

Grey breast =———>

Black wings

Rump is Iridescent purple with green fringes
Grey underbelly

Tail grey with terminal black band

Legs are red or pink, claws white

Both the sexes are similar
Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

. Inskipp and Grimmett
©www.ogaclicks.com Important id point www.HBW.com




Ashy Wood Pigeon Identification Tips
Ashy Wood Pigeon : Columba pulchricollis : Resident of Himalayas & hills of North East India

Iris is white, greyish white or pale yellow; orbital skin grey

Crown & head are bluish grey

Bill is dull green distally,

purplish basally Neck band with black feathers with shiny buff or cream tips ( spotted look)

Purplish on upper neck

White Throat =————

. Bluish grey upperparts with some green iridescence
Purplish on upper breast

Grey breast Coverts are Greyish-black

Greyish black Wings

Light grey underbelly

Tail is grey -black

Undertail-coverts
buffish white

Buffish vent

Both the sexes are similar Legs are purplish to coral red, claws horny brown
Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

. Inskipp and Grimmett
©www.ogaclicks.com Important id point www.HBW.com




Common Wood Pigeon Identification Tips- C. p. casiotis

Common Wood Pigeon : Columba palumbus casiotis : Resident of Himalayas ( Kashmir), Winters
sporadically in East India ( Sikkim & West Bengal)

Iris greenish white to pale golden; orbital skin grey
Crown & head are bluish grey

Iridescent purple-pink and green feathers beside a Creamy Buff Neck patch

Bluish grey upperparts

Bill is purplish pink basally,
golden distally, cere white

Blue-grey Throat

Coverts are bluish-grey

Mauve-pink breast
Wings are black with pale edges

Feathers along edge of wing white,
forming a band on open wing

Flanks are grey

Legs are reddish purple

Tail is grey with broad black terminal band
Creamy underbelly

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

. Inskipp and Grimmett
©www.ogaclicks.com Important id point werw.HBW.com



Nilgiri Wood Pigeon Identification Tips
Nilgiri Wood Pigeon : Columba eliphinstonii : Resident of Western Ghats in India

Iris is greyish brown or bright khaki

/Crown & head are bluish grey

Neck has black feathers with white tips forms a

Cere and basal half of bill Z broad, spotted, chequered half-collar

magenta, distal half ivory-white

Green iridescence on hindneck

Purple or brownish purple iridescence on mantle

g
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Blue-grey breast —‘) ‘
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Brownish purple, most feathers fringed with
brownish purple upperparts

Coverts are Brownish purple, most feathers
fringed with brownish purple

Grey belly with brownish tinge Greyish black Wings

White underbelly =———————
i
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Tail is black

Undertail-coverts buffish white

Legs are magenta, claws ivory
Both the sexes are similar
Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

. Inskipp and Grimmett
©www.ogaclicks.com Important id point www.HBW.com



Speckled Wood Pigeon Identification Tips
Speckled Wood Pigeon : Columba hodgsonii : Resident of Himalayas & hills of North East India

Iris is white or greyish white; orbital skin grey

Crown & head are pale grey

Hindneck feathers lanceolate, black or purplish black
basally and silver at tips giving neck a speckled appearance
Bill is bluish purple basally, black distally

Upperparts dark reddish purple
Throatis pale grey >

Wings coverts are dark reddish
purple with small white spots

Breast is silver grey

speckled with black spots Wings are black

iris with grey or brown tinges

Underparts are dark
with pinkish white streaks

Light grey or
brownish grey
Breast

Black tail

Legs are brownish yellow to
green, claws bright yellow

Undertail-coverts and underwing slate-grey

Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

. Inskipp and Grimmett
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