
• The following pages have some identification markers for each 
of the Accentors found in India 
 

• To know more on these birds you can visit 
http://ogaclicks.com/accentor/ 

 
• If you are interested in Coming on any of my tours or 

workshops please share your email id. I will keep you updated 
 

• Mail me at ogaclicks@gmail.com   
 

• You can also call me on      (91)9840119078 , 
(91) 9445219078 
(91) 6369815812 
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Sno. Name Binomial Name 
1   Alpine Accentor   Prunella collaris whymperi 
2   Altai  Accentor   Prunella Himalayana 
3   Black-throated  Accentor   Prunella Atrogularis 
4   Brown  Accentor   Prunella fulvescens 
5   Maroon-backed  Accentor   Prunella immaculata 
6   Radde's Accentor   Prunella ocularis 
7   Robin Accentor   Prunella rubeculoides 
8   Rufous-breasted Accentor    Prunella strophiata jerdoni 

List of Aceentors found in India 

©www.ogaclicks.com 



Alpine Accentor Identification Tips 
Alpine Accentor : Prunella collaris :  Resident in Himalayas in India 

Grey Head with black 
streaking on crown 

Grey nape with streaking 

Belly pale grey 

Underparts are rufous Tail is  dark brown with white tips 

White throat with black 
scale-like marks 

Bill is black with yellow base  

Upperparts grey-brown, broadly streaked black 

Rump  is brownish-grey 

 Rufescent uppertail-coverts, streaked black 

Wing-coverts black with white tips ( Spotted wing bars) 

Legs are dark pinkish-grey or brown Black primaries with white fringes 

Flanks are chestnut   with whitish-streaked 

Iris is brown 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 



Altai Accentor Identification Tips 
Altai Accentor : Prunella Himalayana :  Winter visitor in Himalayas in India 

Dark grey Head with black 
streaking on crown 

Grey nape with streaking 

Breast is striped rufous and 
white 

Tail is  brown with pale 
terminal spots 

Throat is white, bordered by 
black dots 

Bill is black with yellow base  

Upperparts chestnut-brown, broadly streaked black 

Rump  is brownish-grey 

Wing-coverts black /rufous with white tips ( Spotted wing bars) 

Legs are yellowish  

Dark rufous –black primaries , fringed white 

Iris is brown 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Underparts are striped 
rufous and white 



Black-throated Accentor Identification Tips 
Black-throated Accentor : Prunella atrogularis:  Winter visitor in  West Himalayas in India 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Head & crown are greyish-brown 
with black streaks and black border 

Blackish ear-coverts 

Bill is blackish, paler base of 
lower mandible 

Black  chin and throat  ( Spotted) 

Rich buff breast 

White gorget around black throat 

Tail is olive-brown 

Upper parts are grey-brown, 
streaked blackish-brown 

Pale cream supercilium 

Pale Malar Stripe 

Wings are blackish-brown , edged buff, 

Rich buff flanks with brown 
streaks 

 Belly  is  Cream-coloured 

Vent Is cream-coloured 

Brown iris 

Legs  are brownish /yellow-brown /pinkish-brown 



Brown Accentor Identification Tips 
Brown Accentor: Prunella fulvescens:  Resident of  West Himalayas in India 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Head & crown are olive-brown with 
sandy-grey tinge 

Dark brown ear-coverts 

Bill is  dark grey 

Rich buff breast  with rich 
pinkish-buff 

Tail is  blackish-brown with buff margins 

Upper parts are grey-brown, 
streaked blackish-brown 

Pale cream supercilium 

Pale buff throat 

Wings are  blackish-brown with buff margins 

 Belly  is  pale buff 

Vent Is cream-coloured 

Yellowish-brown iris 

Legs  are pale reddish-brown to yellowish-brown 



Maroon-backed Accentor Identification Tips 
Maroon-backed Accentor: Prunella immaculata:  Resident of  East  Himalayas in India 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Dark grey head 

Black ear-coverts 

Bill is  blackish, 
base horn-
coloured 

Chestnut flanks 

 Slaty brown tail 

Wing-coverts grey 

Olive-grey to rich brown back 

White scalloping on grey 
feathers  

Wings are  Blackish with white fringes 

 Underparts are grey 

Rich brown  rump 

Pale yellow to whitish iris 

Legs  are pale greyish-brown to dull orange 

Chestnut Scapulars 



Radde's Accentor Identification Tips 
Radde's Accentor : Prunella ocularis:  Vagrant in India 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Head & crown are blackish-brown 

Blackish-brown ear-coverts 

Bill is  blackish-brown, base of 
lower mandible yellowish to 
horn-coloured 

Warm cinnamon-buff  Breast 

Tail is  brown 

Upper parts are Olive brown with black streaks 

White supercilium 

White throat 

Wings are  Grey Brown 

 Underbelly  creamy white 

Flanks are streaked blackish-brown 

Brown iris 

Legs  are reddish-brown 

Two wingbars formed by creamy margins  of coverts 
Broken dark malar stripe 

Warm cinnamon-buff  Belly 



Robin Accentor Identification Tips 
Robin Accentor : Prunella rubeculoides:  Resident of Himalayas in India 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Head & crown are  Grey 

Grey ear-coverts 

Bill is   dark grey to blackish 

Rufous Breast 

Tail is   greyish-brown 

Upper parts are brown with dark streaks 

Grey throat 

Wings are  Grey Brown 

Vent is cream-coloured 

Flanks with rufous-brown streaks 

Reddish-brown iris 

Legs  are reddish-brown 

Two wingbars formed by creamy margins  of coverts 

 Belly is cream-coloured   



Rufous-breasted Accentor Identification Tips 
Rufous-breasted Accentor : Prunella strophiata jerdoni :  Resident of Himalayas in India 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Blackish Lateral Crown Stripes 

Narrow white crescent below eye 

Bill is  black 

Rufous  breast band 
with thin dark 
streaks 

Tail is  dark brown 

Upper parts are brown with dark streaks Throat is whitish, 
variably streaked dark 

Wings are  dark Brown 

Vent is cream-coloured 

Flanks with dark streaking 

Brown iris 

Legs  are  dull orange-brown 

Two wingbars formed by creamy margins  of coverts 

Underparts are  pale 
cream with dark streaking 

Ochraceous Supercilium 

Blackish cheek & ear-coverts 

Crown is brown with black streaks 

Dark malar stripe 


