
• The following pages have some identification markers for each 
of  Bustards & Floricans found in India

• To know more on these birds you can visit 
http://ogaclicks.com/bustard/

• If you are interested in coming on any of my tours or 
workshops please share your email id. I will keep you updated

• Mail me at ogaclicks@gmail.com

• Follow me on Instagram : ogajanak 

• You can also call me on      (91)9840119078 ,
(91) 9445219078
(91) 6369815812

http://ogaclicks.com/bustard/
mailto:ogaclicks@gmail.com


List of Bustard & Florican found in India
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Sno. Name Binomial Name

Bustard

1 Great Bustard Otis tarda

2 Great Indian Bustard Ardeotis nigriceps

3 Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax

4 Macqueen's Bustard Chlamydotis macqueenii

5 Great Bustard Otis tarda

Florican

1 Bengal Florican Houbaropsis bengalensis

2 Lesser Florican Sypheotides indicus



BUSTARD



Great Bustard identification Tips
Great Bustard : Otis tarda:  Vagrant in India

Crown & head are pale blue-grey
Iris is dark

Upperparts are barred black and gold

Underparts are white

Vinous russet on breast

Legs are olive 
brown to dull grey
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Differences with male

Broad white patch on closed wing

Pale blue-grey shading white and then vinous russet on lower hind neck

Long whitish barbs point back 
from chin 

Bill is dull grey

Tail is barred black and 
gold with black 
subterminal band

Entire neck and 
breast pale grey

Male

Female



Great Indian Bustard identification Tips
Great Indian Bustard : Ardeotis nigriceps:  Resident in Rajasthan & Andhra Pradesh in India

Crown & head are black

Well-developed 
gular pouch 

Upperparts are brownish

Underparts are white

Black breast band

Legs are olive 
brown to dull grey
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Differences with male

White supercilium

White chin & throat

Bill is dull grey

Tail is brown

Distinctly barred 
neck without 
plumes

Male

Female

Black patch spotted in white

Densely spotted 
black patch

Grey chin & 
throat



Little Bustard identification Tips
Little Bustard : Tetrax tetrax :  Winter Visitor in  Himachal Pradesh & Jammu & Kashmir in India

Crown & head are streaked brown

Upperparts are buffy brown, lightly vermiculated with black

Underparts are white

Broad white band 
across breast

Legs are greyish yellow
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Differences with male

Buff face

White chin & throat

Bill is slate

Tail is white mottled 
brown with three bars

Buff neck

Male

Female

Greater Coverts are white

Upperparts more 
coarsely marked

Brown 
underparts

Blue grey face

Black on neckBroad white V across foreneck



Macqueen's Bustard identification Tips
Macqueen's Bustard : Chlamydotis macqueenii:  Winter visitor in  North West India

Crown buff with sometimes hidden central line of white erectile feathers

Upperparts are  pale sandy buff  , mottled and lined with darker brown

Underparts are white

Blue-Grey breast

Legs are olive grey to pale straw yellow
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Blue-Grey chin & throat

Bill is slate

Tail is with four 
bluish grey bars

Sandy buff Wing

Black erectile filamentous plume
on side of breast 

Iris is yellow

Black line down side of neck composed of erectile filamentous plume

Both the sexes similar



FLORICAN



Crown & head are black

Upperparts are buffy Brown, vermiculated with black

Underparts are black

Elongated black  
breast feathers

Legs are pale 
yellowish
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Differences with male

Buff head & Brown crown with buff central stripe

Black chin & throat

Bill is dark horn to 
plumbeous brown with 
yellow lower mandible

Tail is white mottled 
brown with three bars

Buff neck

Male

Female

White patch wing
Upperparts more 
coarsely marked

Buff  Breast

Black face

Black on neck

Bengal Florican identification Tips
Bengal Florican : Houbaropsis bengalensis :  Resident in Lowlands of East & North East India

White underparts

Brown wing



Crown & head are black

Upperparts are buffy Brown, vermiculated with black

Underparts are black

Upcurving  , spatulate black 
plumes  projecting behind head

Legs are pale 
yellowish
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Differences with male

Buff head & Brown crown

Black chin & throat

Bill is dark horn to 
plumbeous brown with 
yellow lower mandible

Tail is white mottled 
brown with three bars

Buff neck

Male

Female

White patch wing

Upperparts are buff & brown 
mottled and patterned with 
blackish markings

Buff  Breast

Black face

Black on neck

Lesser Florican identification Tips
Lesser Florican : Sypheotides indicus:  Breeds in North West & Winters in South East India

Buff underparts Brown wing

Black Breast

White band over shoulders


