
• The following pages have some identification markers for each 
of  Coursers found in India

• To know more on these birds you can visit 
http://ogaclicks.com/courser/

• If you are interested in coming on any of my tours or 
workshops please share your email id. I will keep you updated

• Mail me at ogaclicks@gmail.com

• Follow me on Instagram : ogajanak

• You can also call me on     (91) 9840119078 ,
(91) 9445219078
(91) 6369815812
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List of Coursers found in India
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Sno. Name
Binomial Name

1 Cream-coloured Courser Cursorius cursor

2 Indian Courser Cursorius coromandelicus

3 Jerdon's Courser Rhinoptilus bitorquatus



Cream-coloured Courser identification Tips
Cream-coloured Courser: Cursorius cursor :  Winter visitor to North West India

Sandy-buff Head & Crown

Striking black stripe  from behind eye to nape bordered above by white stripe 

Upper parts are Sandy Buff / Rufous sandy

Underparts are Pale sandy

Legs are yellowish white
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Wings are Sandy-buff  with black edges

Bill is black

Under tail  is white

Both the sexes similar

Hind crown blue-grey



Indian Courser identification Tips
Indian Courser: Cursorius  coromandelicus :  Widespread Resident in India

Bright rufous Head & Crown

Striking black stripe  from Bill to nape

Upper parts are Sandy-greyish brown

Cinnamon-chestnut Breast

Legs are white
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Wings are Greyish brown  with black edges

Bill is black

Under tail  is white

Both the sexes similar

White  supercilium

Cinnamon-chestnut Breast

Cinnamon-chestnut Throat 

Blackish band on lower belly



Jerdon’s Courser identification Tips
Jerdon’s Courser: Rhinoptilus bitorquatus:  Resident of Central Andhra Pradesh & parts of Chhattisgarh in India

Crown & head dark brown with whitish crown-stripe

Striking black stripe  from Bill to nape

Upper parts are Sandy- brown with pinkish tinge

Buff/white band below the Breast

Legs are white
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Flight feathers black with white patches at wingtips 

Bill is black with yellow base

Under tail  is white

Both the sexes similar

White  supercilium

Sandy- brown breast with pinkish tinge

Chin and throat white with broad rufous patch on foreneck

Underparts  white

Underwing-coverts creamy white, with patch of 
black and rufous at bend of wing

Tail black with white base


