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List of Grassbirds found in India

Binomial Name

1 Bristled Grassbird Chaetornis striata
Broad-tailed Grassbird Schoenicola platyurus

Rufous-rumped Grassbird Graminicola bengalensis
Striated Grassbird Megalurus palustris
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Bristled Grassbird identification Tips
Bristled Grassbird : Chaetornis striata: Resident of lowlands in India

Head & Crown are warm brown, weakly streaked darker

Dull Supercilium

Dark area behind eyes

Bill is black /dark horn Nape buffy brown with streaked darker

Brown face

Upperparts buffy brown with bold blackish streaking

Necklace of fine black shaft streaks

Dark centered Tertials

Underparts are white

Wings extensively buffy brown

Washed buffy on flanks

Uppertail dull brown, central feather pair lighter

Legs are brownish-flesh to pale fleshy, claws dark brown brown, with fine dark barring, tipped buff-white

Distribution

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com
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Broad-tailed Grassbird identification Tips
Broad-tailed Grassbird : Schoenicola platyurus : Resident of Western Ghats in India

North Morph

Dull Supercilium

Head & Crown are grey-brown

Bill is black/dark grey-brown,

paler lower mandible Brown cheek & ear-coverts

South Morph

Dull Supercilium

Upperparts grey brown

Bill is black/dark grey-brown,
paler lower mandible

Head & Crown are Reddish brown Reddish-brown wings

Tail dark brown with
indistinct fine darker barring

Upperparts are Reddish brown

Buff Breast band Underparts are white

Wings extensively Reddish brown

Buff on flanks
Tail dark brown with

Underparts are white indistinct fine darker barring

Blackish on underside
of tail , each feather
pale-tipped

: . Legs are pale flesh-grey

Distribution

Blackish on underside
of tail , each feather

le-ti d . .
pale-tippe Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
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Rufous rumped Grassbird identification Tips
Rufous rumped Grassbird : Chaetornis striata: Resident of North East India

Head & Crown streaked reddish brown and black
White Lores

White Supercilium
Ear-coverts buff, finely streaked black

Bill is blackish horn, paler mandible Nape boldly streaked black and brownish white

Mantle boldly streaked black and brownish white

Brownish upperparts

Rusty wings

Underparts are white

Buffy on flanks

Distribution

Tail gray-brown, tipped buff-white
Legs are pale flesh-grey

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
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Striated Grassbird identification Tips
Striated Grassbird : Megalurus palustris : Resident of North & North East India

White Lores Head & Crown buffish-brown finely streaked darker

White Supercilium
Dark eyestripe from behind eye

Upper mandible brownish-grey,
lower mandible brownish-yellow

Ear-coverts buff, finely streaked black

Nape buffish-brown finely streaked darker

Mantle boldly streaked black

Dark streaks on upper breast, becoming buff at sides

Dark centered Tertials

Underparts are white

Wings are buffy-brown

Flanks are warmer buff, lightly streaked blackish

Distribution

Tail dark brown

Legs are brownish-yellow

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
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