
• The following pages have some identification markers for each 
of  Bluebird & Iora found in India

• To know more on these birds you can visit 
http://ogaclicks.com/fairybird/

• If you are interested in coming on any of my tours or 
workshops please share your email id. I will keep you updated

• Mail me at ogaclicks@gmail.com

• Follow me on Instagram : ogajanak

• You can also call me on     (91) 9840119078 ,
(91) 9445219078
(91) 6369815812

http://ogaclicks.com/fairybird/
mailto:ogaclicks@gmail.com


List of Bluebirds &  Iora found in India
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Sno. Name Binomial Name

1 Asian Fairy Bluebird Irena puella

2 Common Iora Aegithina tiphia

3 Marshall's Iora Aegithina nigrolutea



Verditer Blue tail
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Difference from Male

Flight feathers black, with white fringes

Head & Crown are brilliant blue, “enamel-glossed”

Black Tail

Subdued Verditer-
Green Upperparts 

Black coverts

Iris is Red

Black throat

Black underparts

Legs are  
Black

Female
Male

Subdued Verditer-Green 
head & crown

Nape is brilliant blue, “enamel-glossed”

Brilliant blue, “enamel-glossed” Upperparts

Asian Fairy Bluebird identification Tips
Asian Fairy Bluebird : Irena puella:  Resident of foothills of Himalayas, Hill of East , North East & South India

Bill is black

Subdued 
Verditer-Blue 
Underparts

Black frontal forehead band 

Brilliant blue, “enamel-glossed” Rump

Iris is orange



Common Iora identification Tips
Common Iora : Aegithina tiphia :  Widespread resident in India ( Except North West)
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Bill is light grey-blue with 
blackish culmen ridge

Black Primaries

Crown green with some black dusting

Black Tail

Green dusted 
Secondaries

Bright yellow face

White Coverts with two bars

Iris is Whitish

Greenish yellow tail

Bright Yellow 
Underparts

Legs are slate grey

One prominent 
white covert

Yellow Chin & throat

Green upperparts

Bright yellow Forehead

Black CrownBlack Forehead

Black upperparts

Black nape

Yellow upperpart with 
blackish fringes

Black CrownBlack Forehead

Black upperparts

Black nape

White Coverts

Black Primaries

Black Tail

A. t. multicolor - extreme South India
A. t. humei - Central India

Difference from Male

Difference from Nominate



Tail center 
silvery grey
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Difference from Male

Flight feathers black, with white fringes

Head & Crown are black

Black Tail with bold 
white tipping

Chalky-washed 
Green Upperparts 

Blackish Tertials and inner 
Secondaries broadly edged white

Iris is black

Yellow throat

Yellow underparts

Legs are  
Slaty grey

Female

Male

Yellow head & crown

Black Nape

Collar with small amount of black fringing

Marshall’s Iora identification Tips
Marshall’s Iora : Aegithina nigrolutea: Resident in North & Central India & Parts of Central Tamil Nadu

White Coverts with two bars

Bill is light grey-blue with 
blackish culmen ridge

Yellowish green 
Underparts

Less Black on 
wings & coverts


