The following pages have some identification markers for each
of Herons found in India

To know more on these birds you can visit
If you are interested in coming on any of my tours or
workshops please share your email id. | will keep you updated

Mail me at

Follow me on Instagram :

You can also call meon (91) 9840119078,
(91) 9445219078
(91) 6369815812


http://ogaclicks.com/heron/
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List of Herons found in India

Name Binomial Name

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax

Chinese Pond Heron Ardeola bacchus

Goliath Heron Ardea goliath

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea

Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii

Malayan Night Heron Gorsachius melanolophus

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea

Striated Heron Butorides striata
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White-bellied Heron Ardea insignis
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Black-crowned Night Heron identification Tips
Black-crowned Night Heron : Nycticorax nycticorax: Widespread resident in India

Iris is Red Head & Crown are black

White forehead band White head plumes

Black Scapulars

Bill is black =28 -

Black upper
mandible, Yellow
lower mandible

Iris is yellow Black Upperparts

Brown- Grey streaked head & crown

White to pale Grey Coverts

Grey underparts

Brown Upperparts with
large pale spots
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Underparts are 8%

paler, heavily
striped with
brown

Legs are Yellow green
( Pink in breeding)

Flight feathers grey-
brown with white tips

Important id point
Juvenile
_ Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Chinese Pond Heron identification Tips
Chinese Pond Heron : Ardeola bacchus : Resident & winter visitor to Andaman Islands & North East India

Iris is golden-yellow
Head & Crown are dark rufous

Facial skin greenish yellow
Rufous head plumes

Bill is yellow with bluish base D
and black tip in breeding season

White throat
Upper back has long blackish plumes that extend

Breast has long beyond tail

maroon plumes

White Coverts

White underparts

White Wings

Distribution

Legs are Yellow green White Tail

( Pink in breeding)

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
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Goliath Heron identification Tips
Goliath Heron : Ardea goliath: Resident and Winter Visitor to North East India

Iris is yellow

Orbital area are greenish yellow Head & Crown are Rufous Chestnut

Bill is blackish/ horn-coloured mandible
White throat

Rufous Chestnut Neck

Breast is white
streaked black

Slate grey Upperparts

Lanceolate plumes on scapulars and
antle

Rufous Chestnut

underparts

Slate Grey Wings

Grey Tail

Distribution

Long tibia, Legs are Black

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
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Grey Heron identification Tips
Grey Heron : Ardea cinerea: Widespread Resident , passage Migrant & winter visitor in India

Iris is yellow Head & Crown are White

Lores are yellow Bold Black eye stripe

Long, heavy yellow bill with
dull brown suffusion

Black Plumes

White throat
Pale Grey Neck

Distinct broken black 3 Black shoulder patch

streaks along median line
Pale grey upper back

Lanceolate plumes on scapulars and
mantle

Pale grey to white over rest of underparts

Black belly-sides
Dark grey to black flight feather

Distribution

Grey Tail

Legs are brownish-yellow (deep orange 3
to red during breeding season ) -

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
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Indian Pond Heron identification Tips

Indian Pond Heron : Ardeola grayii : Widespread resident in India

Iris is yellow
Head & Crown are Sandy brown

Lores are green Sandy Brown neck

Bill is yellow-horn with
extensive black tip B € White Plumes
Bill is dark, mandible White throat :
with yellow at base Head and neck streaked

Maroon-Chestnut upperparts
buff and dark brown pperp

Breast is Brown

Neck has a streaking pattern

Upperparts drab brown

White belly &
underparts
White Tail
Leg§ are yeIIQW (Pink ,{T?: i Distribution
during breeding season ) v E 1‘\
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Important id point
Non-Breeding

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Malayan Night Heron identification Tips
Malayan Night Heron : Gorsachius melanolophus: Resident of Western Ghats Nicobar Islands & North East India

Iris is Yellow Head & Crown are black
Bluish-green lores /

Black crest

Bill is dark brown above and
greenish on mandible

Horn coloured Rufous Neck
bill

Brown & white streaked head & Chestnut throat Chestnut- barred Upperparts

& Breast

Chestnut Coverts

Upperparts with dense
Brown & White spots

Mottled
Underparts Chestnut Wings
Underparts are
paler, heavily
spotted with

brown & white

Flight feathers brown &
white spotted

Legs are olive-green to Chestnut Tail

olive-brown (reddish
tone during breeding
season)

Distribution

A5

Important id point

-

D Juvenile
Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Purple Heron identification Tips

Purple Heron : Ardea purpurea manilensis: Widespread resident in India
Iris is yellow Crown are black

Chestnut to orange-buff Neck
Lores are yellow-green to dull green lores

Black stripe across ear coverts
Bill is yellow with horn-coloured
tip and Maxilla =

Black lanceolate Plumes

Chestnut to orange-buff Neck
White throat

Foreneck with black spotting and black

Chestnut shoulder patch
streak running from eye down neck-sides

Black-striped chestnut breast
with lanceolate plumes

Pale grey upper back

Chestnut mantle plumes

Black belly
striped chestnut

Dark grey to black flight feather

Distribution

Grey Tail
Legs are brown in front, yellow behind

(deep orange to red during breeding
season )

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com
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Striated Heron identification Tips

Striated Heron : Butorides striata: \Widespread resident in India
Iris is yellow

Lores are yellow-green to dull green lores Crown & head are Black

Black stripe Below eyes

& Black Plumes

Bill is horn-coloured with
yellow at base of lower

Mandible Dark grey neck

White patches on throat & breast Green-tinged, grey-black upperparts

€& Grey mantle plumes

Dark grey Underparts

Dark grey to black coverts
with buff edges

Distribution

Dark grey to black flight
feather

Legs are dark green

Grey Tail

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
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White-bellied Heron identification Tips
White-bellied Heron : Ardea insignis : Resident of foothills of Eastern Himalayas in India

Iris is yellow to ochre

/ Crown & head are Brown-Grey

% &—— Silvery or Whitish plumes

Lores are yellow-green to dull green lores

Bill is blackish with dull yellow-green
tip and base to lower mandible

3

Grey neck

Grey-brown on throat & breast Green-tinged, grey-black upperparts

Grey-brown plumes on chest
with white centers

Dark Grey Back

Dark grey to black coverts
Distribution White belly & Underparts grey

Dark grey to black flight
feather

Legs are dull Grey

Grey Tail

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
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