
• The following pages have some identification markers for each 
of  Ibis & Spoonbill found in India

• To know more on these birds you can visit 
http://ogaclicks.com/lbis-spoonbill/

• If you are interested in coming on any of my tours or 
workshops please share your email id. I will keep you updated

• Mail me at ogaclicks@gmail.com

• Follow me on Instagram : ogajanak

• You can also call me on     (91) 9840119078 ,
(91) 9445219078
(91) 6369815812

http://ogaclicks.com/lbis-spoonbill/
mailto:ogaclicks@gmail.com


List of Ibis & Spoonbill found in India
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Sno. Name Binomial Name

Ibis

1 Black-headed Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus

2 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus

3 Red-naped Ibis Pseudibis papillosa

Spoonbill

1 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia



Black-headed Ibis : Threskiornis melanocephalus:  Widespread resident in India ( Except East India)
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Grey- White Wings

Head & Crown are Black

White Tail

Black neck

White Breast has long maroon plumes

Legs are  black

Adult

Upperparts are white

Black-headed Ibis identification Tips

Large Black down curved bill 

Light grey ornamental feathers 
(Jet black during the breeding 
season)

Grey - White Coverts

White underparts

Black throat

Both sexes similar



Glossy Ibis : Plegadis falcinellus:  Resident & winter visitor in India
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Metallic, glossy, bronze, purple, and 
green Wings

Head & Crown are Chestnut 

Metallic, glossy, bronze, 
purple, and green Tail

Neck is chestnut

Chestnut  Breast

Legs are  black

Adult

Upper back is chestnut

Glossy Ibis identification Tips

Large Black down curved bill 

Metallic, glossy, bronze, purple, and 
green Coverts

Chestnut underparts

Chestnut 
throat

Both sexes similar

Metallic, glossy, bronze, purple, and 
green Lower back

Facial skin from base of bill to eye 
changes from dull gray to blue-black



Red-naped Ibis : Pseudibis papillosa :  Winter visitor in North West , West & South India
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Black with blue-green gloss Wings

Head & Crown are Red 

Black with blue-green gloss Tail

Neck is Brown

Brown  Breast

Legs are Grey ( Red in 
Breeding)

Adult

White Patch on wings

Red-naped Ibis identification Tips

Large Black down curved bill 

Black with blue-green gloss Coverts

Brown underparts

Chestnut 
throat

Both sexes similar

Brown Upperparts

Iris is orange red

Nape is Red 



Eurasian Spoonbill : Platalea leucorodia: Widespread resident in India ( Except East India
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

White Wings

Head & Crown are white

White Tail

Neck is White

Brown  Breast

Legs are black

Adult

Yellow Breast Band

Eurasian Spoonbill identification Tips

Large Black bill with a yellow 

tip
White Coverts

White underparts

Both sexes similar

White Upperparts

White plumes


