
• The following pages have some identification markers for each 
of Magpies found in India

• To know more on these birds you can visit  
http://ogaclicks.com/magpie/

• If you are interested in coming on any of my tours or 
workshops please share your email id. I will keep you updated

• Mail me at ogaclicks@gmail.com

• Follow me on Instagram : ogajanak 

• You can also call me on      (91)9840119078 ,
(91) 9445219078
(91) 6369815812

mailto:ogaclicks@gmail.com


List of Magpies found in India
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Sno. Name Binomial Name

1 Common Green Magpie Cissa chinensis

2 Eurasian Magpie Pica pica

3 Red-billed Blue Magpie Urocissa erythrorhyncha

4 Yellow-billed Blue Magpie Urocissa flavirostris



Common Green Magpie identification Tips

Crown & head are Green

Prominent black band from base of bill across side of head, 
enclosing eye and crossing under slight crest on nape

Chestnut  Coverts

Green Underparts

Chestnut Wings

Chin & Throat are Green

Green tail with White tips
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Both the sexes are similar

Bill is crimson to orange-red

White &  Black Tertials, forming "ladder"

Iris dark brown, crimson orbital ring

Green Upperparts

Common Green Magpie : Cissa chinensis :  Resident of Himalayas & North East India

Legs are bright red to orange-red



Eurasian Magpie identification Tips

Crown & head are black with  inconspicuous purple and green sheen

Prominent black band from base of bill across side of head, 
enclosing eye and crossing under slight crest on nape

Highly glossed green or greenish blue on Secondaries and Tertials

White Underparts

White scapular patch

Chin ,throat & Breast are black 
with  inconspicuous purple and 
green sheen

Tail is black, highly glossed with green and reddish purple
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Both the sexes are similar

Bill is black, culmen down 
curved distally

Black primaries

Upperparts is black with  inconspicuous purple and green sheen

Eurasian Magpie : Pica pica :  Resident of Himalayas in North India (U.T. of  Ladhak, Jammu & Kashmir)

Legs are black



Red-billed Blue Magpie identification Tips

Crown & head are black 

Feathers of rear crown  and nape 
with extensive white tips 

Flight feathers narrowly 
whitish with narrow dark 
subterminal lines

White Underparts

Blue Primaries

Chin ,throat & Breast are black

Mauve-blue tail, with 
broad white tips 

©www.ogaclicks.com

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Both the sexes are similar

Bill is reddish-pink to coral-red

U. e. occipitalis: Resident of North West India

Bright bluish upperparts

Red-billed Blue Magpie : Urocissa erythrorhyncha :  Resident of North West & North East India

Legs are reddish-pink to coral-red

U. e. magnirostris : Resident of North East India 

Crown & head are black 

Feathers of rear crown  and nape 
with extensive white tips 

Flight feathers narrowly whitish 
with narrow dark subterminal lines

White Underparts

Blue Primaries
Chin ,throat & 
Breast are black

Mauve-blue tail, with 
broad white tips 

Larger Bill

Bright bluish upperparts

Legs are reddish-pink to coral-red



Yellow-billed Blue Magpie identification Tips

Crown & head are black 

White patch on nape

Upperwing dull blue

White Underparts with grey wash
Tips of Primaries and Secondaries 
narrowly whitish

Chin ,throat & Breast are black

Grey-Blue tail, with 
broad white tips 
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Both the sexes are similar

Bill is yellow

Dull grey-blue, washed with olive upperparts

Yellow-billed Blue Magpie : Urocissa flavirostris :  Resident of North East India

Legs are yellow

U. f. cucullata :  North West India to West Nepal

White Underparts

Uppertail-coverts with narrow whitish 
subterminal bars and black tips

Bright Bluish 
upperparts


