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List of Martins & Swifts found in India

 Name | Binomial Name

Delichon ubricum
Ptyonoprogne concolor
Ptyonoprogne rupestris
Delichon nipalense
Riparia diluta

7 Riparia paludicola

Cypsiurus balasiensis
Apus apus

Hemiprocne coronata
Collocalia fuciphaga

7 Apus pacificus
Collocalia esculenta
Aerodramus brevirostris

Apus nipalensis

10 |Howeswit
11 Indian Swiftlet Collocalia unicolor
12 Little Swift Apus dffinis



MARTINS




Asian House Martin identification Tips
Asian House Martin : Delichon dasypus: Resident of Himalayas India

Crown & head are Glossy Blue

Bill is Black

Glossy Blue Upperparts

—

Chin & Throat are White Blackish Brown Coverts

White Lower Back & Rump
White Underparts with Grey Wash

Legs are feathered White Blackish brown wings

Distribution

Forked, BlacKish Brown Tail

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
www.HBW.com




Common House Martin identification Tips
Common House Martin : Delichon ubricum: Breed in Himalayas in North India

Crown & head are Glossy Blue

Bill is Black

Glossy Blue Upperparts

Chin & Throat are White Blackish Brown Coverts

_—

White Underparts with Grey Wash

White Lower Back & Rump

Legs are feathered White

Distribution

Blackish brown wings

Forked, Blackish Brown Tail

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
www.HBW.com




Dusky Crag Martin identification Tips
Dusky Crag Martin : Ptyonoprogne concolor : Widespread Resident of North ,West & Peninsular India

Crown & head are dark sooty Brown

Bill is Black

Dark sooty brown Upperparts

Chin & Throat are buffy brown with blackish streaks

Dark sooty brown Coverts

Paler Sooty Brown underparts

Dark sooty Brown wings

Legs are brown

Distribution

Tail square, white patches except on outermost and innermost pairs =—

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
www.HBW.com




Eurasian Crag Martin identification Tips
Eurasian Crag Martin : Ptyonoprogne rupestris: Breeds in Himalayas ; winter visitor in Western Ghats in India

Crown & head are Grey-Brown

Bill is Black

Grey-Brown Upperparts

Grey-Brown Coverts

Brown-grey belly Grey-Brown Rumps

Distribution

Legs are Black

Dark Brown wings

Brown undertail-coverts

Dark Brown tail with white spots on inner webs of feathers

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
www.HBW.com




Nepal House Martin identification Tips
Nepal House Martin : Delichon nipalense : Resident of Himalayas & hills of North East India

Crown & head are Glossy Blue

Bill is Black

Blue on side of head extending well below eye

L g Glossy Blue Upperparts
Chin and upper throat black with white spots

White Breast m———p

Brownish-black Coverts

White Rump

White Underparts >

-»* .
Legs are white feathering ——_ﬁ
ol S

Distribution

Brownish-black wings

Tail is brownish-black & Square ended

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
www.HBW.com




Pale Sand Martin identification Tips
Pale Sand Martin : Riparia diluta: Winter Visitor in Gujarat & Sporadic in North India

Crown & head are Pale Grey

Bill is Black

Chin and throat white Pale Grey Upperparts

Pale brown breast band

Darker Brown Coverts

White Underparts

Legs are Black

Distribution

Darker Brown wings

N

Tail is Brown \i\

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
www.HBW.com




Plain Martin identification Tips
Plain Martin : Riparia paludicola : Resident of North & Central India

Crown & head are Olive Brown

Bill is Black

Chin and throat Grey-Brown Brown Upperparts

Grey-Brown Breast

Darker Brown Coverts

Dull White Underparts

Darker Brown wings Distribution

Legs are Black

Tail is Dark Brown & Square ended

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

www.HBW.com




Sand Martin identification Tips
Sand Martin : Riparia riparia: Winter Visitor in North East India

Crown & head are Grey-Brown

Bill is Black

White throat

Grey-Brown Upperparts

Brown breast-band

Darker Brown Coverts

White Underparts

Darker Brown wings

Distribution

Legs are Black

Tail is Dark Brown

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

www.HBW.com







Alpine Swift identification Tips
Alpine Swift: Apus melba : Breeds in Himalayas ; Resident of Western Ghats in India

Olive-Brown Upperparts

Crown & head are Olive Brown

Dark Brown Coverts

Crown & head Bill is Black

are Olive Brown

White throat Shallowly forked Brown tail

Olive Brown breast-band .
White Underparts Brown Undertail-coverts

Shallowly forked Brown tail

Distribution

€ Olive-Brown Wings

Darker Outer wing

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

www.HBW.com




Asian Palm Swift identification Tips
Asian Palm Swift : Cypsiurus balasiensis : Widespread resident in India ( Except North & North West)

Grey-Brown Upperparts Grey-Brown Upperparts
Grey-Brown Upperparts

Crown & head are Grey- Brown

_ Bill is Black
Shallowly forked Brown tail

White throat

Dark Brown Coverts Shallowly forked Brown tail

Darker (Grey-Brown)
Upperparts

Pale Grey Underparts

Distribution

Brown Outer wing
Darker Grey Underparts

Important id point
€——— Darker Outer wing

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

©www.ogaclicks.com




Common Swift identification Tips
Common Swift: Apus apus: Summer visitor in Jammu & Kashmir, Ladhak, Himachal & Uttarakhand in India

Paler Greater Coverts

Crown & head are
Olive Brown

Dark Brown Median & Lesser Coverts

Olive-Brown Upperparts Bill is Black

White throat

Deeply forked Brown tail

Black- Brown Undertail-coverts

Deeply forked Brown tail Black -Brown Underparts

Olive Brown breast-band

Distribution

Olive-Brown Wings

Darker Outer wing

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
www.HBW.com




Crested- tree Swift identification Tips

Crested- tree Swift: Hemiprocne coronata : Resident of Peninsular, Central & East India

Lores black, finely bordered white above

&— Crest dark greenish-blue

Bill is Black Pale Green-Grey Head & Crown
Rufous Ear Coverts
Grey throat Rufous Moustachial area
Pale Green-Grey Upperparts
Grey Breast =——————

Wing-coverts glossy greenish-black

Grey-Black Belly and undertail-coverts whitish
ear-coverts

and cheeks

Black-Brown Wings Distribution

White moustachial stripe Tail-streamers projecting well past folded wingtips

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

©www.ogaclicks.com . Inskipp and Grimmett
Difference from Male www.HBW.com




Dark- rumped Swift identification Tips
Dark- rumped Swift : Apus acuticauda: resident of Meghalaya & Mizoram in India

Crown & head are

Bill is Black Olive Brown

Black-Brown Upperparts

Dark Brown Coverts

Deeply forked Brown tail

Underparts heavily
marked with broad

white fringes

Black-Brown Wings .
Black- Brown Undertail-coverts

Underparts heavily marked with broad white fringes

Distribution

Brown Outer wing

Deep forked Brown tail

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
www.HBW.com




Edible-Nest swiftlet (White-nest Swiftlet) identification Tips
Edible-Nest swiftlet (White-nest Swiftlet) : Collocalia fuciphaga : Resident of Andaman & Nicobar Islands in India

Crown & head are
Olive Brown

Paler under wing

Black-Brown Upperparts

Paler Great underwing Coverts

Bill is Black Grey Rump

Dark Lesser & Median underwing Coverts

. (_Slightly forked Brown tail

Dark Brown Coverts Pale Grey throat Darkish undertail-coverts

Underparts Grey-Brown Distribution

Andamans Nicobars

Brown Wings

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
www.HBW.com




Fork-tailed Swift identification Tips

Fork-tailed Swift : Apus pacificus: Breeds in Himalayas & North East; Scattered winter visitor in Peninsular India

Crown & head are Black Black under wing

Dark underwing Coverts

Black Upperparts
Bill is Black

White Rump Band Slightly forked tail

Pale white throat

Underparts heavily marked with broad white fringes
Slightly forked Black tail

Distribution

Black Coverts \ | Cam—— Black Wings

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
www.HBW.com




Glossy Swiftlet identification Tips

Glossy Swiftlet : Collocalia esculenta : Resident of Andaman & Nicobar Islands in India

Crown & head are Grey-Brown

Black under wing

Paler Great underwing Coverts

Glossy Blue Upperparts

Dark Lesser & Median underwing Coverts

Square tail

Brown throat

White Belly & underparts Darker Under-tail coverts

Distribution
Glossy Black Wings

Andamans Nicobars

Square Black tail

.
Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent '€
www.HBW.com




Himalayan Swiftlet identification Tips

Himalayan Swiftlet : Aerodramus brevirostris : Resident of Himalayas & North East India

Dark Brown wing

Brown Upperparts

_ Dark Brown Coverts Pale Grey Rump Band
Pale Rump Band

Forked Brown tail

Distribution

Uniform pale grey

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett

©www.ogaclicks.com
www.HBW.com




House Swift identification Tips

House Swift : Apus nipalensis: Resident of Himalayas & North East India

Crown & head are Brown .
Brown underwing

Dark underwing Coverts

Dark Brown Upperparts

White rump band

lightly forked tail
Bill is Black

Pale white throat

Dark Underparts
Slightly forked Black tail

Distribution

Brown Coverts Brown Wings

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
www.HBW.com




Indian Swiftlet identification Tips

Indian Swiftlet : Collocalia unicolor : Resident of Western Ghats in India

Crown & head are Brown

Brown underwing

Dark Brown Upperparts Brown underwing Coverts

€= Shallow tail-fork
Bill is Black

Pale Brown throat Pale Brown Underparts

Distribution

Shallow tail-fork

Brown Coverts

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
www.HBW.com




Little Swiftlet identification Tips
Little Swiftlet : Apus affinis : Widespread Resident in India

Crown & head are Brown

Brown underwing

Paler greater underwing Coverts

Dark Brown Upperparts
Brown Median & Lesser underwing coverts

r Square tail

White Flanks

Paler Forehead

White Rump Band

Bill is Black

~

Pale Brown throat

Dark Brown Underparts

Distribution

Brown Coverts Square tail

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
www.HBW.com




