The following pages have some identification markers for each
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List of Pittas found in India

“ Binomial Name
1 Pitta cyanea

Pitta nipalensis

Pitta moluccensis

Hooded Pitta Pitta sordida
Indian Pitta Pitta brachyuran

Mangrove Pitta Pitta megarhynca

©www.ogaclicks.com



Blue Pitta identification Tips
Blue Pitta : Pitta cyanea : Resident of North East India

Iris dark Brown Black central crown stripe

Black stripe through eye

Bill is Black Flame Orange Hind crown & Nape

Upperparts are dark Olive Blue Upperparts

with a little Blue on mantle

-
Underparts Pale .
p . *_?
Mt o

Grey-Blue with Black

spots and bars
Outer wing Black with small

White spot in primaries

Underparts are pale with
Black spots & bars

Distribution

Tail is Blue

- Feet plumbeous
with Pinkish tinge
Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Blue-naped Pitta identification Tips
Blue-naped Pitta : Pitta nipalensis : Resident of Himalayas & North East India

Iris dark Brown Head & crown Rufous to buffish

Black post Ocular eye stripe

Bill is Brown Bright Turquoise-Blue Nape

Pinkish wash on chin Bright Turquoise-Blue Mantle

Nape is Green and upper throat, latter

with broken Black band Dull Olive-Green Upperparts

Upper Mantle
is Green

Underparts

Cinnamon-buff Outer wing Brown, edged

buffish Brown
Upperparts are brown

Tail is Brown with faint Blue tinge

Distribution

Feet Brownish flesh

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Blue-winged Pitta identification Tips
Blue-winged Pitta : Pitta moluccensis : Resident of Andaman Islands in India ( Narcondam Islands)

Blackish head with broad buffy Brown sides of crown

Iris Red-Brown to dark Brown
Buff Supercilium

Bill is Black Black Face mask

White chin & neck White Collar

Upperparts are dark Green

Inner half of wing Turquoise-Blue

Underparts '
p —_—

Cinnamon-buff

Primaries Black with broad White band

Under belly to under tail Coverts are Crimson

Distribution
Tail is black with Blue-Green tip

Feet is Pale fleshy

i i : And
Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent - (} neamans
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Hooded Pitta identification Tips
Hooded Pitta : Pitta sordida : Resident of Himalayas, North East & Nicobar Islands in India

Iris dark Brown Head & crown Red-Brown,

Bill is Black Red-Brown Nape

Black Chin & Throat Black face

Head is Black

Dark Green Upperparts

Large Turquoise-Blue

Nape is Black .
patch on wing-coverts

Blue-Green
Breast

Black patch
Smaller patch on Coverts on Belly

Flight feathers are Black

Lower belly and
undertail-coverts Red

Distribution

Feet pale Brown to Pinkish with
Silver-Violet tinge to Grey-Blue

- o 2y Tail is Black, tipped
/—%fw.,._c,.,. 3 et 4 pp
= Blue-Green

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Indian Pitta identification Tips
Indian Pitta : Pitta brachyura: Breeds from Himalayan foothills to Maharashtra; Winter visitor to South India

Head is dark buff with Black central stripe

Iris Red-brown to dark Brown

White Supercilium
Bill is Black

— Black Face mask
White chin & neck 4 White Collar

—= |arge glossy Blue patch on lesser wing-coverts

Upperparts are dark Green

Inner half of wing Turquoise-Blue
Large White patch on primaries

Primaries Black tipped pale

Distribution

Under belly to under tail Coverts are Scarlet
€ Tail is Black with Blue tip

Feet is Pinkish

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Mangrove Pitta identification Tips
Mangrove Pitta : Pitta megarhynca : Resident of marshes of East India ( Sunderbans & Bhitarkannika)

Head is Grey- Brown with Black central stripe

Iris Red-brown to dark Brown

Bill is Black b . “\\

White chin & neck ———>" '(§;~

Black Face mask

White Collar

Upperparts are dull dark Green

Underparts Cinnamon buffish —*

Inner half of wing glossy Ultramarine with Violet wash

Large White patch on primaries

Primaries Black Distribution

Under belly to under tail Coverts are Scarlet

Tail is Black with Blue tip

Feet is dark Pinkish-Brown

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
www.HBW.com




