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List of Shortwings found in India

1 Gould's Shortwing Brachypteryx stellate
Lesser Shortwing Barchypteryx leucophris

Rusty-bellied Shortwing Barchypteryx hyperythra

White-browed Shortwing | Barchypteryx montana
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Gould's Shortwing Identification Tips
Gould's Shortwing : Brachypteryx stellata : Resident of Himalayas in India

Chestnut head & crown

Bill is Black /

Black face

Chin & throat are Chestnut Upperparts

Slaty with very fine
grey-and-black scaling

Chestnut wings

Slaty Underparts with
very fine grey-and-black
scaling & small white
arrows or stars on belly

Tail is Chestnut

Distribution

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett

www.HBW.com Important id point




Lesser Shortwing Identification Tips- B.l.nipalensis
Lesser Shortwing : Barchypteryx leucophris nipalensis : Resident of Himalayas & North East India

Grey head & crown
Short white eyebrow

Bill is Black with pale base

Dull Blue-Grey Upperparts

Chin & throat
are white

Rufous-Brown head & crown

Dull Blue Grey breast Grey wings

Olive Rufous-Brown Upperparts

_ Olive Brown wings
\1""
Brownish-buff =3
breast with pale \_ N
scales R

Tail is Grey
Legs are pinkish —4)/
Olive Brown Tail A o~

Distribution

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett

www.HBW.com Important id point
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Rusty-bellied Shortwing Identification Tips
Rusty-bellied Shortwing : Barchypteryx hyperythra : Resident of East Himalayas & North East India

Short white eyebrow Dark Slaty Blue head & crown

- . Dark Slaty Blue Face
Bill is Black ( with pale

base in non-breeding)

Dark Slaty Blue Upperparts

Slaty Brown head & crown
Bill is Black with pale base

Slaty-Brown face Rich orange-chestnut Slaty Blue wings

Underparts
Slaty-Brown Upperparts

Brown wings

Tail is Dark Slaty Blue

Legs are pinkish

Brown Tail
Pale belly

Distribution

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett

www.HBW.com Important id point
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White-browed Shortwing Identification Tips

White-browed Shortwing : Barchypteryx montana : Resident of Himalayas & North East India

Short white eyebrow Dull Greyish-Blue head & crown

ull Greyish-Blue Face

Bill is Black
Greyish-Blue Upperparts

Pale Greyish-Blue head & crown
Bill is Black with pale base

Dull Greyish-Blue Greyish-Blue wings

Pale Greyish-Blue Upperparts Underparts

Tail is Greyish-Blue
Rufous Back Paler Greyish-Blue

at belly

Pale Greyish-Blue Rufous wings

Throat & Breast
Legs are Black

3 S & - Brown Tail
/ ‘ - s Distribution
White belly

Rufous Flanks
Rufous Undertail Coverts & Rump

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett

www.HBW.com Important id point
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