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List of Swallows & Woodswallows found in India

Binomial Name

Swallows

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica

Hill Swallow Hirundo domicola

Pacific Swallow Hirundo tahitica

Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica

Streak-throated Swallow Petrochelidon fluvicola

Striated Swallow Cecropis striolata

Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii

Woodswallows

Ashy Woodswallow Artamus fuscus

White-breasted Woodswallow Artamus leucorynchus
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SWALLOWS




Barn Swallow identification Tips

Barn Swallow : Hirundo rustica : Breeds in Himalayas & North East ; widespread winter visitor in India

Forehead is Chestnut Crown & head are glossy Steely- Blue

Bill is Black

Chin & Throat are rufous-chestnut Glossy Steely- Blue Upperparts

Broad steel-blue
breast band

Glossy Steely- Blue wing coverts

Creamy White Underparts

Legs are Grey
Blackish wings

Distribution

Long forked tail; outer tail
feathers greatly elongated

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
www.HBW.com



Hill Swallow identification Tips
Hill Swallow : Hirundo domicola: Resident of Southern Western Ghats in India

Forehead is Rufous

Bill lores Crown & head are dark glossed Greenish

Bill is Black

. Dark glossed Greenish Upperparts

Chin & Throat are Rufous

Rufous breast band

Blackish wing coverts
Ashy Brown Underparts

Legs are Grey . .
Blackish wings Distribution

L
ﬂ ¢

Undertail-coverts blackish

with whitish fringes

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
www.HBW.com




Pacific Swallow identification Tips
Pacific Swallow : Hirundo tahitica : Resident of Andaman Islands in India

Forehead is Rufous
Bill lores Crown & head are dark glossed Steel Blue

Bill is Black

o Dark glossed Steel Blue Upperparts

Chin & Throat are Rufous

Rufous breast band

Blackish wing coverts
Ashy Brown Underparts

Legs are Gre
g Y Blackish wings

Distribution

L S
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\ Zaond

Undertail-coverts blackish
with whitish fringes

Andamans

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
www.HBW.com




Red-rumped Swallow identification Tips

Red-rumped Swallow : Hirundo daurica : Widespread resident & winter visitor in India

Crown & head are dark glossed Steel Blue

Bill is Black

Rufous Orange sides to neck

_Dark glossed Steel Blue Upperparts

Blackish wing coverts

Rufous —Orange rump

Buffish ~White Underparts
with fine streaks

Legs are Grey

Blackish Wings Distribution

Blackish wings

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

www.HBW.com



Streak-throated Swallow identification Tips
Streak-throated Swallow : Petrochelidon fluvicola: Widespread resident in India

Crown & head are dull chestnut with faint dark streaks

Bill is Black

Rufous Orange sides to neck

Chin & Throat are White with

blackish-brown streaks Glossy deep Blue with few narrow whitish streaks Upperparts

Buffish —White breast with

blackish-brown streaks Blackish-Brown wing coverts

Buffish —White Underparts
with fine streaks

Rump is pale brown

Legs are Grey / Black b _‘ ==— Blackish-Brown Wings
%\ RS R\ Distribution

Blackish wings,
square ended

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
www.HBW.com




Striated Swallow identification Tips
Striated Swallow : Cecropis striolata : Resident of hills of North East India

Crown & head are glossy Steel-Blue

Bill is Black Cheeks white with sepia streaks

Rufous Orange sides to neck

Glossy Steel-Blue Upperparts

Buffish —White breast with
heavy Black streaks

Buffish —White Underparts
with Black streaks

Legs are Grey / Black Blackish-Brown Wings

Blackish-Brown wing coverts

Rump is rump Chestnut with narrow streaks

Distribution

D Blackish wings , deeply forked

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

©Owww.ogaclicks.com  Both the sexes are similar
www.HBW.com



Wire-tailed Swallow identification Tips
Wire-tailed Swallow : Hirundo smithii : Resident of Himalayas India

Crown & head are Rufous- Chestnut

Bill is Black — . A

Chin & Throat are White ___>,

Cheeks white with sepia streaks

Rufous Orange sides to neck

’ Glossy Steel-Blue Upperparts
White breast =—————>

Blackish-Brown wing coverts

Blackish-Brown Wings

Distribution

White undertail covert

Outer tail feathers elongated to form thin filaments

Blackish tail ,
(Smaller filaments on outer tail feather for females )

deeply forked

—

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
www.HBW.com




Name

Swallow identification Tips

Forehead

Crown

Chin & Throat

Breast

Barn Swallow

Chestnut

Steel Blue

Chestnut

Steel Blue

Hill Swallow

Rufous

Dark glossed
Greenish

Rufous

Rufous

Pacific Swallow

Rufous

Steel Blue

Rufous

Rufous

Found in Andaman

Red-rumped Swallow

Steel Blue

Steel Blue

White

White

Red Rump

Streak-throated Swallow

Chestnut with
Streaks

Chestnut with
Streaks

White with
Streaks

White with
Streaks

Streaking up to Breast
only

Striated Swallow

Steel Blue

Steel Blue

White with
Streaks

White with
Streaks

Heavily Streaked
Underparts

Wire-tailed Swallow
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Chestnut

Chestnut

White

White

Long Streamers on tail




WOODSWALLOWS



Ashy Woodswallow identification Tips
Ashy Woodswallow : Artamus fuscus : Resident of East, South East & penninsular India

Crown & head are Slate Grey
Lores Black

Bill is pale Blue-Grey, tip Black Cheeks & Ear Coverts are Steel Grey

Chin & Throat are Greyish-maroon

Greyish-maroon upperparts
Greyish-maroon breast ¥ pperp

Pinkish-Grey underparts 4 Wi . Blackish-Brown wing coverts

Greyish-maroon Rump

Legs are Grey / dark Grey

Distribution

Blackish-Brown Wings

Blackish tail with

White undertail covert L
white tips

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

www.HBW.com




White-breasted Woodswallow identification Tips

White-breasted Woodswallow : Artamus leucorynchus : Resident of Andaman Islands in India
Crown & head are dark Slate Grey

Lores Black

Bill is pale Blue-Grey, tip Black Cheeks & Ear Coverts are dark Slate Grey

Chin & Throat are dark Slate Grey Slate Grey upperparts

White breast _>

Grey-Blue wing coverts

White underparts _">

White Rump & upper tail coverts

& Blackish-Brown Wings

\.

Distribution

Legs are Grey / dark Grey

Blackish tail

Andamans

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent &3

www.HBW.com




