
• The following pages have some identification markers for each 
of  Tesias found in India

• To know more on these birds you can visit 
http://ogaclicks.com/tesia

• If you are interested in coming on any of my tours or 
workshops please share your email id. I will keep you updated

• Mail me at ogaclicks@gmail.com

• Follow me on Instagram : ogajanak 

• You can also call me on      (91)9840119078 ,
(91) 9445219078
(91) 6369815812

http://ogaclicks.com/tesia
mailto:ogaclicks@gmail.com


List of Tesias found in India
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Sno. Name Binomial Name

1 Chestnut-headed Tesia Cettia castaneocoronata

2 Grey-bellied Tesia Tesia cyaniventer

3 Slaty-bellied Tesia Tesia olivea



Chestnut-headed Tesia identification Tips

Crown & head are Chestnut

Dark olive-green wing coverts

Bright yellow underparts

Dark olive-green wings

Chin & Throat are bright yellow

Undertail-coverts bright 
yellow
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Both the sexes are similar

Bill is Brown, paler base of lower mandible

Dark olive-green upperparts

Chestnut-headed Tesia : Cettia castaneocoronata :  Resident of Himalayas & hills of North East India

Legs are Olive Brown

White post ocular crescent

Breast is bright yellow

Olive Green flanks
Dark olive-green tail

Cheeks & Ear coverts are  Chestnut



Grey-bellied Tesia identification Tips

Crown & head are paler Olive Green

Pale Olive-Green wing coverts

Grey underparts

Pale Olive-Green wings

Chin & Throat are Grey

Undertail-coverts bright 
yellow
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Both the sexes are similar

Bill is dark, basal two-thirds of lower mandible yellow

Pale Olive-Green upperparts

Grey-bellied Tesia : Tesia cyaniventer: Resident of East Himalayas ; winter visitor to hills of North East India

Legs are Olive-Brown to flesh-Pink

Broad Black eyestripe

Breast is Grey

Pale Olive-Green tail

Light Green supercilium 

Cheeks &  Ear coverts Grey



Slaty-bellied Tesia identification Tips

Crown & head are yellowish-green

Dull Olive-Green wing coverts

Slate Grey underparts

Dull Olive-Green wings

Chin & Throat are Slate Grey

Undertail-coverts bright 
yellow
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Both the sexes are similar

Upper mandible dark brown, lower mandible bright orange

Dull Olive-Green upperparts

Slaty-bellied Tesia : Tesia olivea :  Resident of East Himalayas ; winter visitor to hills of North East India

Legs are Brownish

Broad Black eyestripe

Breast is Slate Grey

Dull Olive-Green tail

Cheeks &  Ear coverts Grey


