
• The following pages have some identification markers for each 
of  Trogons found in India

• To know more on these birds you can visit 
http://ogaclicks.com/trogon/

• If you are interested in coming on any of my tours or 
workshops please share your email id. I will keep you updated

• Mail me at ogaclicks@gmail.com

• Follow me on Instagram : ogajanak 

• You can also call me on      (91)9840119078 ,
(91) 9445219078
(91) 6369815812

http://ogaclicks.com/trogon/
mailto:ogaclicks@gmail.com


List of Trogons found in India
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Sno. Name Binomial Name

1 Malabar trogon Harpactes fasciatus 

2 Red-headed trogon Harpactes erythrocephalus

3 Ward's Trogon Harpactes wardi



Malabar Trogon identification Tips 

Head & crown  are Greyish Black

Dull Brown head & crown 

Wing Panel is narrowly 
barred whitish

Bill is Blue with black tips
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Yellowish Brown upperparts

Malabar Trogon : Harpactes fasciatus :  Resident of Western Ghats & Eastern Ghats in India

Legs are Blue

Blue orbital ring

Greyish Black  
chin & throat 

Uppertail rufous-brown with 
blackish terminal band

Difference from Male

Rich Blue bar of bare skin from 
lower Mandible to under the eye

White  breast band

Underparts are Pinkish Red

White Undertail coverts

Wing Panel barred buff

Tawny Yellow 
underparts

Brown chin 
& throat

Vague Buff 
breast band

Male
Female



Red-headed Trogon identification Tips 

Head & crown  are dull Crimson

Dull Brown head & crown 

Wing Panel is narrowly 
barred whitish

Bill is Blue with black tips
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Rufescent-Brown upperparts

Red-headed Trogon : Harpactes erythrocephalus  :  Resident of Himalayas & North East  India

Legs are Mauve Blue

Purplish-Blue orbital ring

Dull Crimson 
chin & throat 

Uppertail rufous-brown with 
blackish terminal band

Difference from Male

White  breast band

Underparts are Pinkish Red

White Undertail coverts 
with black bands

Wing Panel 
barred buff

Brown chin 
& throat

Pale Pink Brown 
breast

Male

Female

Pale Pink 
underparts



Ward’s Trogon identification Tips 

Head & crown  are slate with maroon washDark Olive head & crown 

Wing Panel is narrowly 
barred whitish

Bill is deep Pink 
with blue base
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Upperparts are slate with maroon wash

Ward’s Trogon : Harpactes wardi  :  Resident of East Himalayas in India  (Sikkim & Arunachal Pradesh)

Legs are Mauve Blue

Blue orbital ring

slate with maroon wash on 
chin ,throat & breast 

Uppertail Slaty

Difference from Male

Underparts are 
Pinkish Red

Pink Undertail coverts

Wing Panel 
barred dark 
Olive

Dark Olive 
chin , throat 
& breast

Yellow 
Underparts

Male
Female

Yellow 
Undertail 
Coverts

Reddish-Pink forehead

Yellow forehead

Yellow bill with 
Black culmen


