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Azure Tit Identification Tips

Azure Tit : Cyanistes cyanus : Vagrant in India

Narrow black eyestripe

White head

\

Blue-black band across nape and down rear neck side

Upperparts are pale bluish-grey

Bill is blackish to

dark grey \

Tail with central feathers dark blue, tipped
broadly white, outer feather white

Coverts edged white

Narrow blackish line on centre of belly

White underparts/

Legs are grey to greyish
or slate-blue

Tertials are dark blue, broadly tipped white

Difference from Male

Difference from Breeding plumage Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Yellow-breasted Tit Identification Tips- C. c. flavipectus

Yellow-breasted Tit : Cyanistes cyanus flavipectus: Vagrant in India

Bill is blackish to
dark grey

Narrow black eyestripe

Blue-black band across nape and down rear neck side

Upperparts are pale bluish-grey

Coverts edged white

/7

Narrow blackish line on centre of belly

White underparts

Tertials are dark blue,
broadly tipped white

©www.ogaclicks.com Important id point

Legs are grey to greyish
or slate-blue

N\

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Black-lored Tit Identification Tips

Black-lored Tit: Parus xanthogenys: Resident in Himalayas in India

Crown and pointed crest are black

Yellowish supercilium merging with yellow on nape

Forehead is black Narrow black eyestripe merging with black side of neck

Lore is black
Cheek & ear-coverts are yellow

Bill is black =—————><
— Upperparts are yellowish-green, tinged olive

Chin & throat are black Scapulars with blackish centres

Centre of breast is black,
Sides are yellow

Uppertail-coverts greyish, tail is
blackish, fringed grey tipped white

Coverts are blackish tipped pale yellowish
white

Black centre of belly

Sides of belly lemon-yellow

Tertials are blackish-grey and broadly tipped white
Legs are slate-blue grey

Difference from Male

Difference from Breeding plumage Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Black-lored Tit Identification Tips — P.x. travancoreensis- Male
Black-lored Tit: Parus xanthogenys travancoreensis: Resident of western Ghats in India

Crown and pointed crest are black

Lore is black \> '

Bill is black ————> =gy

Foreh is black
orehead is blac Narrow black eyestripe merging with black side of neck

Chin & throat are black

Scapulars with blackish centres

Coverts are blackish tipped pale
yellowish white

Black centre of belly

Tertials are blackish-grey and broadly tipped
white

rar
Legs are slate-blue grey \ Uppertail-coverts greyish, tail

is blackish, fringed grey tipped
white

©www.ogaclicks.com Important id point Inskipp and Grimmett
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__ Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent



Black-lored Tit Identification Tips — P.x. travancoreensis- Female
Black-lored Tit: Parus xanthogenys travancoreensis: Resident of western Ghats in India

Crown and pointed crest are Olive grey

Forehead is Olive grey \> A
B

e
Lore is Olive grey = _';: - _ Narrow Olive grey eyestripe merging with black side of nec
Bill is black

Sl CEETO N0 Scapulars with blackish centres

Coverts are blackish tipped pale
yellowish white

Breast is olive Grey

Plain olive grey belly Tertials are blackish-grey and

broadly tipped white

Legs are slate-blue grey

Difference from Male

_ Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Indian Yellow Tit Identification Tips

Indian Yellow Tit : Parus xanthogenys aplonotus : Resident of Central India, Orissa, and Western
Peninsular India

Crown and pointed crest are black

Forehead is black
orehead Is blac Narrow black eyestripe merging with black side of neck

Lore is black

Bill is black

Scapulars with blackish centres

Coverts are blackish tipped white

Legs are slate-blue grey

__ Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Black-throated Tit Identification Tips

Black-throated Tit : Aegithalos concinnus : Resident in Himalayas & hills of North East in India

Crown is cinnamon with rufous tinge

Iris is yellow- white Black “bandit mask” around pale eye

Bill is black White band across lower throat

Upperparts are blue-gre
Chin is white pperp grey

Throat is black

Cinnamon-rufous
breastband

White Underparts

Flanks are rufous-chestnut

Legs are dull orange-brown
or brownish yellow

Difference from Male

Difference from Breeding plumage Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Coal Tit Identification Tips

Coal Tit : Periparus ater : Resident in Himalayas in India

Crown and crest are blac

Forehead is black

Bill is black Cheek & ear-coverts are white

Large white nuchal patch
Upperparts are deep bluish grey

Chin & throat are black

Coverts are blackish
grey tipped white, look
like wing bars

Centre of breast is black

Rufous breast-sides and flanks

Dark grey underparts

Legs are lead-grey to Rufous vent

dark bluish grey

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Fire-capped Tit Identification Tips

Fire-capped Tit : Cephalopyrus flammiceps: Breeds in Himalayas, winter visitor to Central and North east
in India

Bright orange or red
on forecrown /
Bill is black

Chin & throat are Bright
orange or red

Non-breeding male lacks reddish on crown, throat and face
, White throat

Upperparts are Yellowish olive

Upperwing dark olive-brown,
feathers edged pale yellowish

Breast is Yellow

Yellow underparts

Legs are dark bluish
grey

Greyish-olive on —

crown, lacks Red
forecrown

Greyish-white underparts

Difference from Male

Difference from Breeding plumage Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

©www.ogaclicks.com ) ) Inskipp and Grimmett
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Fire-capped Tit Identification Tips- C. f. olivaceus

Fire-capped Tit : Cephalopyrus flammiceps olivaceus : Resident of North East India (Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh)

Bright orange or red
on forecrown B

Bill is black >

Upperwing dark olive-brown,
feathers edged pale yellowish

Chin & throat are Bright
orange or red

Breast is Yellow

Legs are dark bluish
grey

Inskipp and Grimmett

©www.ogaclicks.com
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Great Tit Identification Tips — P. m. planorum

Great Tit : Parus major planorum : Resident of North India

Head & crown are black

Bill is black White Ear patch

Chin & throat are Black

Coverts are blue-grey tipped white

Legs are dark bluish

grey
_ Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Green-backed Tit Identification Tips

Green-backed Tit : Parus monticolus : Resident of Himalayas and Hills of North East India

/

White Ear patch

Head & crown are Bluish -
black

Nape is Black

Bill is black

Upperparts darker Olive green

. R
Chin & throat are Black SRR T N

Breast is black, breast
sides are Lemon Yellow

Coverts are blackish tipped white

Underparts are Lemon
Yellow

Legs are slate-grey to
blue-grey

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Grey-crested Tit Identification Tips
Grey-crested Tit : Lophophanes dichrous : Resident of Himalayas in India

. . . Grey Crown Grey Crest
Iris is brownish-orange to crimson

Buffish Forehead Nape is Black

Bill is black
Cheeks and Ear-coverts are pale buff, finely
tipped grey for mottled effect

Chin & throat are greyish-
buff or greyish-brown

whitish Half collar
Whitish submoustachial stripe

Upperparts Grey

Breast is Orange Buff

Underparts are Orange Brownish-grey Tail

buff

Legs are dark grey to
bluish-grey

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Groundpecker ( Ground Tit) Identification Tips

Groundpecker (Ground Tit) :Pseudopodoces humilis : Resident of Himalayas in Extreme North India ( Ladhak)

Grey-brown Crown

Buffish Forehead | -_ Nape is White

Bill is black

Cheeks and Ear-coverts are sandy buff

Chin & throat are White
with warm buff tinge

Upperparts Grey-brown

Breast is white with sides >
having warm buff tinge

Alula black, broadly tipped white

Dark brown tail with white outer feathers

Underparts are off white—

Legs are black

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Rufous-fronted Tit Identification Tips

Rufous-fronted Tit: Aegithalos iouschistos: Resident of Central & Eastern Himalayas in India

Iris is yellow-white to lemon-yellow
Crownstripe paler cinnamon-buff

Cinnamon Forehead
Black sides to crown

Bill is black
Cheeks and Ear-coverts are Cinnamon buff

Chin & throat are silvery
grey

Upperparts dull grey

Coverts & Flight Feathers are dark

Rufous submoustachial stripe grey-brown

Breast is Rufous Cinnamon

Underparts are Rufous
Cinnamon

Legs are yellow-brown / flesh-brown /
dark brown

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Rufous-naped Tit Identification Tips
Rufous-naped Tit: Periparus rufonuchalis : Resident of Western Himalayas in India

Crown and crest are blac

Forehead is black

Bill is black Cheek & ear-coverts are white

Chin & throat are black — Upperparts are dark grey

Upperwing-coverts dark grey

Breast is black

Flight Feathers blackish- grey

lower belly and lower flanks grey

Legs are lead-grey to
Black

Rufous vent

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Rufous-vented Tit Identification Tips

Rufous-vented Tit: Periparus rubidiventris : Resident of West & Central Himalayas from Kashmir
Eastwards to North East India

Crown and crest are blac

Forehead is black

Bill is black Cheek & ear-coverts are white

Chin & throat are black Upperparts are dark grey

Upperwing-coverts dark grey
Breast is black

Flight Feathers blackish- grey

Underparts are light rufous or rufous-buff,

lower belly and lower flanks grey

Legs are lead-blue to
blue-grey

Rufous vent

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Sultan Tit Identification Tips

Sultan Tit: Melanochlora sultanea: Resident of East Himalayas to North East India (Arunachal Pradesh
Southwards to Manipur and Mizoram)

Crown is Sulphur yellow Crest is Sulphur yellow

Forehead is Sulphur Yellow l

Bill is black/ bluish slate-grey

Chin & throat are
Greenish- black

Breast is Greenish-

black Upperparts are glossy

greenish black

All yellow are Underparts are bright yellow
duller than Male

Chin ,throat Yellow vent
& breast

olive-green

Legs are blue-grey,
tinged greenish
Difference from Male

©www.ogaclicks.com Inskipp and Grimmett
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent



White-crown Penduline Tit Identification Tips

White-crown Penduline Tit : Remiz coronatus: Winter visitor to North West India (Punjab Eastwards
to Haryana)

Crown is Light grey

Bill is black, dark grey, paler
base and cutting edges

Black Mask

White Nape

Chin & throat are white >
White collar —>,'

{lr )
N’ t' |'

scapulars are chestnut, widely tipped
cinnamon

t" 0y 1] ’9‘":‘.

Breast is white with random Chestnut feathers ———>7 A

1 o Upperwing-coverts dark

rey, tipped cinnamon
Overall duller than Male grey, upp

Crown is more grey

Incomplete mask
P Flight Feathers

dark grey, edged

Nape is grey buffy white

Legs are
dark grey

3 4

Underparts are white with random Chestnut feathers

Difference from Male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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White-naped Tit Identification Tips

White-naped Tit : Parus nuchalis: Resident of North West & South peninsular India

Crown is glossy bluish black

Foreh is gl luish black
orehead is glossy bluish blac White Nape

==

Bill is black : S Cheek & ear-coverts are white

Chin & throat are glossy Upperparts are glossy bluish black

bluish black _
Wing-coverts glossy

bluish black

Breast is black

broad blackish ventral line extending =2
to lower belly,

White tertials

with black centres

lower belly and flanks creamy White

Legs are slate grey

Tail is Black with white feathers on Outer side

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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White-throated Tit Identification Tips

White-throated Tit : Aegithalos niveogularis : Resident of Kashmir Eastwards to North India
(Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand)

Broad white crown stripe

Forehead is White Cinnamon brown nape

Bill is dark slate to black Cheek & ear-coverts are Brown

Chin & throat are pale grey Upperparts are grey

White collar Wing-coverts are dark

grey-brown
Breast band is Cinnamon
brown

Underparts are Cinnamon =—

Legs are flesh-yellow to
brown

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Yellow-browed Tit Identification Tips

Yellow-browed Tit : Sylviparus modestus: Resident of Central & East Himalayas, North East India (hills
of South Assam to Nagaland and Manipur)

Crown is olive green
Yellowish eyering \l:

Bill is dark horn to
bluish, greyish
cutting edges \

Chin & throat are dull
olive yellow

Upperparts are Olive green

Upperwing-coverts Grey

Flight Feathers

Underparts are dull olive yellow ' o —— dark grey, edged
St e buffy white

Legs are

Bluish grey Tips of greater coverts paler forming indistinct wingbar

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Yellow-browed Tit Identification Tips - S. m. simlaensis

Yellow-browed Tit : Sylviparus modestus simlaensis : Resident of Resident of North West Himalayas
from Kashmir Eastwards to North Central India (Kumaon)

Yellowish eyering

Bill is dark horn to
bluish, greyish

cutting edges \ Z - .

Upperwing-coverts Grey

Legs are
Bluish grey Tips of greater coverts paler forming indistinct wingbar
_ Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
©www.ogaclicks.com Inskipp and Grimmett
8 Important id point www.HBW.com



Yellow-cheeked Tit Identification Tips

Yellow-cheeked Tit: Machlolophus spilonotus: Resident of East Himalayas to North East India
(Arunachal Pradesh and North Assam)

Outer crest feathers are yellow

Crown and crest are black Yellow supercilium

Broad black eyestripe from eye to rear ear-coverts

Cheeks and ear-coverts are yellow

Upperparts are Olive green tinged
yellow

Median and greater
— coverts broadly tipped
white

Bill is dark greyish-
horn or black

tail black,
& fringed bluish-
Chin& Throat are black ‘\ | grey

Breast is black with sides pale
olive, tinged yellowish

Black line to centre of belly

Legs are slate-blue to grey

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Yellow-cheeked Tit Identification Tips- M. s. subviridis

Yellow-cheeked Tit: Machlolophus spilonotus subviridis : Resident of North East India (South Assam

Southwards to Manipur)

Outer crest feathers are yellow
Crown and crest are black

Broad black eyestripe from eye to rear

- ear-coverts
Yellow supercilium
Cheeks and ear-coverts are yellow

Upperparts are Olive green tinged

Bill is dark greyish-
yellow

—
horn or black
Chin& Throat are black

Median and greater coverts
broadly tipped white

Tail black, fringed
bluish-grey

Breast is black with sides pale
olive, tinged yellowish

Black line to centre of belly

Legs are slate-blue to grey.

No black
line to
centre of
belly

Difference from Male

_ Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Periparus Tits Comparison

Coal Tit

White spots on Coverts

Grey Belly

No Spots on Coverts

Black Belly

No Spots on Coverts
Cinnamon Belly




