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List of Robin & Shama found in India

. Name | Binomial Name
Robin (Copsychus)
1 Copsychus fulicatus
2 Copsychus saularis
Shama (Kittacincla)
1 ittacincla malabaricus
2 ittacincla malabaricus albiventris
Blue Robins (Luscinia)
uscinia brunnea
uscinia cyane
M uscinia pectardens
uscinia svecica
Blue Robins (Myiomela)
1 Myiomela albiventris
2 Myiomela leucura

3 Nilgiri Blue Robin Myiomela major

Robin (Tarsiger)
arsiger (cyanurus) rufilatus
arsiger chrysaeus

~

“

imalayan Bluetail

H -
Golden Bush Robin
Red-flanked Bluetail arsiger cyanurus
Rufous-breasted Bush Robin arsiger hyperythrus

White-browed Bush Robin Tarsiger indicus
Other Robin
ufous-tailed Scrub Robin ercotrichas galactotes

lue-fronted Robin inclidium frontale
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Genus- Copsychus



Indian Robin Identification Tips

Indian Robin : Copsychus fulicatus :

Nominate- South India

C. f. cambaiensis - North & West India, East to Bihar, South to River Tapti

C. f. erythrurus - North East India

C. f. intermedius - Central India (River Tapti, South Madhya Pradesh and Odisha South to River Krishna)

Glossy black head & Crown

Black Bill Black glossy nape

Long black tail Upperparts glossy black

Upperparts are Brownish-grey White shoulder patch

Glossy black
underparts from chi

to belly Long black tail

Chestnut vent
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Difference from Breeding plumage

Difference from male



Indian Robin Identification Tips - C. f. cambaiensis

Indian Robin : Copsychus fulicatus : C. f. cambaiensis - North & West India, East to Bihar, South to River
Tapti

Long black tail

White shoulder patch

Black Bill

Long black tail

Glossy black
underparts from chin

to belly —_—

Chestnut vent

Legs are black

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Difference from male



Oriental Magpie Robin Identification Tips

Indian Robin : Copsychus saularis : Widespread resident in India

Glossy black head & Crown

Black glossy nape White bands along wing

Upperparts glossy black
Black Bill

Black breast

White sides of longish graduated tail White sides of longish

graduated tail
Upperparts are Grey Grey head & Crown

7

White belly

Legs are black

White bands
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- ' Difference from Breeding plumage

Difference from male

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Andaman Shama Identification Tips
Andaman Shama: Kittacincla albiventris: Resident of Andaman islands in India

Glossy black head & Crown Blue-black glossy nape

Black Bill Upperparts glossy blue-black

Black chin & throat

White rump

Mid-breast to under
belly White

7
Legs are pinkish ),;1 /@\\éj " g
SRR —"

Rufous rear flanks to vent

Glossy grey-black wings White sides of longish
graduated tail

Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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White-rumped Shama Identification Tips

White-rumped Shama: Kittacincla malabaricus:
* Nominate — Resident of West & South India.
K. m. interposita - Resident of North, Central,East & North East India

Glossy black head & Crown Blue-black glossy nape

Black Bill Upperparts glossy blue-black

Black chin & throat White rump

Black upper breast
Glossy grey-black wings

Upperparts are Grey Grey head & Crown

Mid-breast to vent , &
orange-rufous -
White rump

Legs are pinkish

SR B EAL] Grey chin ,throat & breast

White sides of longish

Mid-breast to vent graduated tail

paler orange-rufous

White sides of tail Difference from Breeding plumage

- DU L) ik 2 Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Genus- Luscinia



Firethroat Identification Tips

Firethroat : Luscinia pectardens: Recorded in East & North East India (West Bengal, Meghalaya, North

East Arunachal Pradesh ) Slaty blue head & C
aty blue hea rown

Black Bill White supercilium

Black on face extending
across neck side to flanks

Orange chin & throat > . " € White upper-neck patch

In Non-breeding no orange on throat to breast

Orange breast
Upperparts slaty blue

Olive-brown Head & Crown Blackish wings
Black tail with white
N outer bases

Whitish belly \

Olive-brown i
upperparts

Buffish underparts
White Vent

Legs are plumbeous

Difference from Breeding plumage

Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Indian Blue Robin Identification Tips

Indian Blue Robin : Luscinia brunnea : Breeds in Himalayas & North East India, winter visitor to North
east India & South India Slaty blue head & Crown

White supercilium
In Non-breeding bill is brownish with pink base

Black Bill

Black face

Upperparts slaty blue
Orange chin & throat pperp y

Orange breast

Olive-brown Head & Crown Slaty blue

tail

Olive-brown
upperparts

Rufous rump

Dappled fulvous
breast

White Vent

Dappled fulvous flanks

Legs are Pinkish -brown

Whitish underparts
Difference from Breeding plumage

Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Siberian blue Robin Identification Tips

Siberian blue Robin : Luscinia cyane : Vagrant in India

Slaty blue head & Crown

Pinkish lower mandible

Black Bill =

Black band on face extending across neck side to flanks

White chin & throat =———————

- White breast =

Grey-brown Head & Crown

Upperparts slaty blue

Slaty blue
tail

Grey-brown
upperparts

Light buffier scaling on

underparts Blue-grey lower flanks

Legs are Pinkish

White belly

Pale brown flanks

Difference from Breeding plumage
Bluish-tinged brown wings

Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Genus- Myiomela



Nilgiri Blue Robin Identification Tips
Nilgiri Blue Robin: Myiomela major: Resident hills of Kerala & Tamil Nadu in north of Palghat gap & south
Karnataka in India

Dusky blue head & Crown
Black Lores

Black Bill Upperparts Dusky blue

Blue chin, throat & breast

Bluish tail

D Legs are dark reddish-brown

Buffy-white belly

Fulvous flanks

Difference from Breeding plumage

. Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
©www.ogaclicks.com Inskipp and Grimmett
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White-bellied Blue Robin identification Tips
White-bellied Blue Robin Blue Robin : Myiomela leucura : Vagrant in India

White supercilium Slaty blue head & Crown

Orange eyes

Bill is dark, pale flesh base

Slaty blue , uniform

Slaty blue chin & throat

Slaty blue breast

Slaty blue tail

Slaty Blue flanks

White belly
Legs are flesh brown

Difference from Breeding plumage

Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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White-tailed Robin Identification Tips
White-tailed Blue Robin: Myiomela leucura: Resident hills of Kerala & Tamil Nadu in south of Palghat gap

in India
Bluish black head & Crown _

Shiny mid-blue shoulder patch

Shiny mid-blue forehead

Black Bill Upperparts bluish black

v

Bluish tail with white
outer bases

. - Mouse-brown head & crown
Narrow white supercilium

/b White throat
Ry 3

Mouse-brown Upperparts Legs are dark reddish-brown

Bluish black under belly & underparts

Buff-brown underparts

Difference from Breeding plumage

Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Genus- Tarsiger

* Blue backed robins



Golden Bush Robin Identification Tips
Golden Bush Robin : Tarsiger chrysaeus : Resident of Himalayas & hills of North East India

Brownish-olive head & Crown _

Bright Orange -yellow Supercilium

Bill is dark above, yellowish below
Blackish mask

Upperparts are brownish-olive

Bright Orange -yellow Supercilium
Underparts orange -yellow

orange eyering

Upperparts olive-tinged
golden-brownish Duller yellow supercilium

Yellow sides of tail

Blackish wings, fringed yellow

Legs are olive-yellow.

Buffish-orange underparts

Difference from Breeding plumage

Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Himalayan bluetail Identification Tips
Himalayan bluetail : Tarsiger (cyanurus) rufilatus: Breeds in Himalayas, Winter visitor to foothills &

North East India _

Dark blue head & Crown

Black Bill Blue Supercilium

Upperparts dark blue
White chin & throat =———

Dark blue shoulder patch

Grey spotted breast  ——y | Cobalt bl
obalt blue rump

Blue breast sides Blue tail

ite eyering Orange flanks

Grey -brown Head &
Crown

L black
Blusih Rump egs are blac

Difference from Breeding plumage

Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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g Important id point www.HBW.com



Red-flanked Bluetail Identification Tips
Red-flanked Bluetail : Tarsiger cyanurus: Vagrant in India

Dark blue head & Crown

White Supercilium becoming bluish behind the eye

Brown head & Crown
=

Black Bill Brown upperparts

Upperparts dark blue
White chin & throat

: Dark blue shoulder patch
Grey spotted breast H s \\

White eyering Olive-brown Head & Blue breast sides
Crown

Orange flanks

Olive-brown
upperparts

. € White bib set in buffy-brown face .~
Blusih Rump »
: \ Breastband /

Buffish-white belly

Blue tail

—

Legs are black

Orange flanks ;
& o mele

Difference from Breeding plumage

Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

©www.ogaclicks.com Inskipp and Grimmett
g Important id point www.HBW.com



Rufous-breasted Bush Robin Identification Tips

Rufous-breasted Bush Robin : Tarsiger hyperythrus : Breeds in Himalayas, Winter visitor to foothills &

North East India
Blue Supercilium Dark blue head & Crown

Black Bill =————2

Upperparts dark blue

Blue breast sides
Olive-brown Head &

Crown White eyering

Olive-brown upperparts
Orange Underparts

<_ Buff throat Blue tail
Blusih Rump "
& tail
Broad ochre-
brown

breastband White vent

Legs are black
Difference from Breeding plumage

Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

. . . Inskipp and Grimmett
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White-browed Bush-robin Identification Tips
White-browed Bush -robin : Tarsiger indicus : Resident of Himalayas & hills of North East India

Bluish-slate head & Crown . .
White supercilium

White malar lines

Black Bill Upperparts bluish-slate

Olive-brown Upperparts Orange from chin to belly

Narrow white supercilium

bluish-slate tail
Olive-brown head & crown

egs are dark reddish-brown

Whitish under belly & underparts

Difference from Breeding plumage

Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Bluetails Comparison-Male

Blue supercilium

Orange sides of the breast
restricted to sides only

White supercilium that becomes blue behind the eye

Himalayan Bluetail

Orange sides of the breast
forming a wedge into the
blue wings

Red-flanked Bluetail
©www.ogaclicks.com




Other Robins



Blue-fronted Robin Identification Tips
Blue-fronted Robin: Cinclidium frontale: Resident Eastern Himalayas in India

Shiny mid-blue forehead Blackish-indigo head & Crown _

Black Bill

Shiny mid-blue shoulder patch
Upperparts blackish-indigo
Blue throat

Darker wings

Blue breast with scales
Blue rump

Olive-brown head & crown Dark Blue tail

Olive-brown Upperparts

Blue underparts with scales

Legs are Greyish
White throat & Y

Buff-brown underparts

Difference from Breeding plumage

Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Rufous-tailed Scrub Robin identification Tips
Rufous-tailed Scrub Robin : Cercotrichas galactotes: Passage migrant in North West India

White supercilium Sandy-rufous head & Crown

Dusky eyestripe _

Dusky lores

Bill is brownish at
tip, paler basally T2 :
— *"“b

/7 L
Thin dark submoustachial stripe ‘ ' Sandy-rufous Upperparts
1&:\“

"&‘L N
Sandy-buff breast =—————3
Dusky wings

N
B

Sandy-buff flanks /

White belly

Rufous rump

Rufous tail

Legs are pinkish-brown

Difference from Breeding plumage

Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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