
• The following pages have some identification markers for each 
of the Turdoides Babblers found in India 
 

• To know more on these birds you can visit 
http://ogaclicks.com/babbler/ 
 

• If you are interested in coming on any of my tours or 
workshops please share your email id. I will keep you updated 
 

• Mail me at ogaclicks@gmail.com   
 

• You can also call me on      (91)9840119078 , 
(91) 9445219078 
(91) 6369815812 

http://ogaclicks.com/babbler/
mailto:ogaclicks@gmail.com


Sno. Name Binomial Name 

1   Chinese babax   Babax lanceolatus 
2   Common Babbler   Turdoides caudata 
3   Jungle Babbler   Turdoides striatus  
4   Large Grey Babbler   Turdoides malcolmi 
5   Rufous Babbler   Turdoides subrufa 
6   Slender-billed Babbler   Turdoides longirostris 
7   Spiny Babbler   Turdoides nipalensis 
8   Striated  Babbler   Turdoides earlei 
9   Yellow-billed Babbler   Turdoides affinis 

List of Turdoides babblers found in India 



Chinese Babax identification Tips 

©www.ogaclicks.com 

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Important  id point 

 Crown is  brown with narrow grey edgings 

Difference from male 

Chin & throat are whitish 

Bill is horn, 
brown or black 

Chinese Babax : Babax lanceolatus : Resident of Resident of Mizoram in  India 

Legs  are horn-grey to grey 

Upperwing brown & uniform 

Whitish breast 

 Long mid-brown streaks with 
darker brown centres on flanks 

Sexes are Similar 

Iris is white to bright orange or pale yellow 

Dirty buff white  cheek &ear-coverts 

Upperparts are brown with long, 
broad brown streaks with vague pale 
buffy-grey fringes 

Lores are Buff 

Whitish underparts 

Light brown supercilium 

Tail brown & uniform 



Common Babbler identification Tips 

©www.ogaclicks.com 

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Important  id point 

 Crown is   dark buff /cinnamon with brown-edged dark brown streaks 

Difference from male 

Chin & throat are whitish 

Bill is flesh-brown or 
brown, yellow base of 
lower mandible 

Common Babbler: Turdoides caudata: Widespread resident  in India ( Except Eastern & North East India) 

Legs  are  yellowish 

Upperwing brown & with buffy-grey 
edges Whitish breast 

Pinkish-buff to rufous with 
diffuse dark shaft streaking flanks 

Sexes are Similar 

Iris is brown, orange-yellow or yellow 

Pinkish-tan  cheek &ear-coverts 

Upperparts are brown with long, 
broad brown streaks with vague pale 
buffy-grey fringes 

Lores are Buff 

Whitish underparts 

Light brown supercilium 

Tail  is greyish-buff with dense 
indistinct brown barring  



Jungle Babbler identification Tips 

©www.ogaclicks.com 

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Important  id point 

 Crown is brownish grey 

Difference from male 

Chin & throat are dull grey with vague 
darker bars, 

Bill is yellow/yellowish 
white/ dirty whitish/ 
pale horny yellow 

Jungle Babbler : Turdoides  striatus : Widespread resident  in India ( Except UT of Jammu & Kashmir & UT 
of Ladhak) 

Legs  are  fleshy yellow to yellowish white 

Upperwing dark 
brown with ashy 
edges 

Breast is ashy yellowish with 
paler feather centres and shafts 

Dull yellowish rufous, tinged 
brown flanks  with faint white 
streaks 

Sexes are Similar 

Iris is yellowish white or creamy white, orbital skin is pale yellow 

Brownish grey  face 

Upperparts are drab grey-brown, 
with soft dark brown streaks 

Lores with black line 

Dull yellowish 
rufous, tinged 
brown vent 

Tail  is dark greyish 
brown, barred 
towards the tips 

Dull yellowish rufous, tinged 
brown underbelly  with faint 
white streaks 



Large Grey Babbler identification Tips 

©www.ogaclicks.com 

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Important  id point 

 Mid crown & nape is buffy grey with scattered grey-brown flecks 

Difference from male 

Chin & throat are pinkish grey-buff 

Bill is horn-brown, 
paler base of lower 
mandible 

Large Grey Babbler : Turdoides malcolmi : Resident of  Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, 
Haryana , Rajasthan & Peninsular India ( except Kerala) 

Legs  are  brownish-grey 

Upperwing dark grey 

Breast is pinkish grey-buff 

Sexes are Similar 

Iris is lemon yellow 

Forecrown is pale grey with 
short white shaft streaks 

Upperparts are brownish-grey with soft-edged 
darker grey-brown blotches 

Lores are dusky 

Whitish-grey rump, upper-tail coverts 

Tail  is brownish-grey 
with faint narrow 
barring 

Pale yellowish-buff on belly  to vent 

Pale tertials 

Ear-coverts buffy grey with pale buff streaks 



Rufous Babbler identification Tips 

©www.ogaclicks.com 

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Important  id point 

  Rich olive-tinged brown  hind crown 

Difference from male 

Greyer and darker on flanks 

Upper mandible dark 
horny brown, lower 
mandible bright 
yellow 

Rufous Babbler : Turdoides subrufa: Resident of hills of South West India 

Legs  are  dusky yellow 

Upperwing rich olive-tinged brown 

Sexes are Similar 

Iris is creamy white to dark grey 
Forecrown to mid crown is dull 
grey with dense fine black lines 

Upperparts are rich olive-tinged brown  Lores are darkish 
brown-grey 

Tail  is rich olive-
tinged brown  with 
close barring 

Dull rufous from chin   to vent 

Ear-coverts buffy grey with pale buff streaks 



Slender-billed Babbler identification Tips 

©www.ogaclicks.com 

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Important  id point 

  Crown is dark chestnut-tinged brown, 

Difference from male 

Black  bill that is 
narrow  & decurved  

Slender-billed Babbler : Turdoides longirostris: Resident of North East India 

Legs  are  dark brown 

Upperwing dark chestnut-tinged brown 

Sexes are Similar 

Iris is white or bluish-white 

Upperparts are chestnut-tinged brown, 

Lores are whitish-buff 

Tail  is dark chestnut-tinged 
brown, with close barring 

Chin & throat whitish-buff 

Ear-coverts are rufous-buff 

Rufous-buff breast 

Rufous-buff underparts 

Rufous-buff vent 

Rufous-buff flanks 



Spiny Babbler identification Tips 

©www.ogaclicks.com 

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Important  id point 

  Crown is olive-tinged brown with indistinct but shiny black rigid shafts 

Difference from male 

Bill is brownish-black, 
lower mandible pale grey 
basally 

Spiny Babbler : Turdoides nipalensis : Resident of  Central Himalayas in India 

Legs  are  pale brownish-grey 

Upperwing plain brown with faint narrow barring 

Sexes are Similar 

Iris is white to pale bluish 

Upperparts are olive-tinged brown with 
indistinct but shiny black rigid shafts 

Lores are white 

Tail  is plain brown with faint 
narrow barring 

Chin & throat whitish-buff 

White face  

 Breast is creamy buff, warmer at 
side, with dense narrow streaking 

Whitish  underbelly 

Rufescent-olive vent 

rufescent-olive flanks 
with broader streaks 



Striated  Babbler identification Tips 

©www.ogaclicks.com 

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Important  id point 

  Crown is pale greyish-brown with dark brown streaks 

Difference from male 

Bill is flesh-yellow, culmen 
and tip darker horn 

Striated  Babbler: Turdoides earlei: Resident of plains of Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh ,Bihar, West Bengal & 
Assam in India 

Legs  are   plumbeous to 
greyish-flesh 

Upperwing pale greyish-brown 

Sexes are Similar 

Iris is yellow 

Upperparts are pale greyish-brown with dark 
brown streaks 

Lores are grey-brown 

Tail  is pale greyish-brown 
with faint narrow barring 

Chin & throat plain pinkish-tinged 
grey-brown with short brown shaft 
streaks 

Plain pinkish-tinged grey-brown Ear coverts & cheeks 

 Breast is yellowish-buff with short 
brown shaft streaks 

Yellowish-buff underbelly 

Yellowish-buff vent 

Flanks are  yellowish-
buff with short brown 
shaft streaks 



Yellow-billed Babbler  identification Tips 

©www.ogaclicks.com 

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett 
www.HBW.com 

Important  id point 

  Crown is  greyish-cream 

Difference from male 

Bill is yellow 

Yellow-billed Babbler  : Turdoides affinis: Resident of Peninsular India 

Legs  are  yellow 

Upperwing dull greyish-brown with pale grey 
fringes ( Form Grey panel) 

Sexes are Similar 

Iris is creamy or greyish-white to pale blue 

Upperparts are streaky brownish-grey 

Lores are grey-brown 

Tail  is pale grey-brown in 
starting and  dark brown with 
narrow barring towards the end 

Chin & throat dull brown 
with broad pale grey scaling 

Pale grey-brown Ear coverts & cheeks with buff-tan tinge  

 Breast is dull brown with 
broad pale grey scaling 

Plain-grey buff underbelly with long 
whitish shaft streaks 

Pale buff-grey vent 

Plain-grey buff  flanks 
with long whitish 
shaft streaks 


