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List of Kingfisher found in India

. Name Binomial Name
Black-capped Kingfisher alcyon pileata

Icedo meninting
Icedo hercules

lue-eared Kingfisher

lyth's Kingfisher

B
B
Brown-winged Kingfisher elargopsis amauroptera
Collared Kingfisher odiramphus chloris
C
C

D

ommon Kingfisher Icedo atthis

7 egaceryle lugubris
Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher
Black-backed Dwarf Kingfisher
Pied Kingfisher eryle rudis

10 Ruddy Kingfisher alcyon coromanda
11 | Stork-billed Kingfisher |

Stork-billed Kingfisher elargopsis capensis

White-throated Kingfisher alcyon smyrnensis

S

Ceyx erithaca

I
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Black-capped Kingfisher Identification Tips
Black-capped Kingfisher : Halcyon pileata: Resident mainly in coasts of India

Dark brown iris
Black head & crown

Red bill with sharp-edged,
lacerately toothed tomia)

<€——— White neck collar
White Throat  =—————=p g

Purple Blue upperparts
White breast with rufous orange sides

Black Coverts

Orange —rufous underparts

Blue wings with black fringes

Legs are dark red Distribution

ST A,
7

€ B|ue tail

Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

©www.ogaclicks.com . ) Inskipp and Grimmett
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Blue-eared Kingfisher Identification Tips

Blue-eared Kingfisher : Alcedo meninting: Resident in Himalayan foothills, Andaman & Nicobar ,North
East, East & South West India

Dark -Brown iris Head & Crown ultramarine-blue, with paler turquoise crown bars

Rufous Spot on forehead

Bill is black with brownish-red base

White blaze on side of neck

White Chin & Throat Glossy dark blue upperparts

Blue wing-covert

with white spots

Rufous underparts
Paler band down centre

of back and rump

Dark -blue wings

Bill is black/red with Very
red mandible ( lower bill)

Blue tail

Distribution

’\ ‘ Legs are Orange- red

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett

www.HBW.com
Difference from male
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Blyth's Kingfisher Identification Tips
Blyth's Kingfisher : Alcedo hercules: Resident in North East India

Reddish brown iris

Black lores with buffy streak above Head & Crown black with glossy bright blue tips

Rufous Spot on forehead

a
.....
.....

Bill is black White patch on side of neck

Brilliant cobalt-blue upperparts

Upperwing-coverts

Buff White Chin & Throat tipped with cobalt

Paler band down
centre of back and

rum
Rufous underparts P

Blackish i
Red base mandible ( lower bill) ackish green wings

Tail is dark
ultramarine-blue

Distribution

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

- Legs are Orange- red
Inskipp and Grimmett

www.HBW.com Difference from male
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Brown-winged Kingfisher Identification Tips
Brown-winged Kingfisher: Pelargopsis amauroptera: Resident of East India

Iris is ark brown, orbital skin is red
Orange head & crown

Bill is scarlet with dusky tip

Orange Throat Orange Nape

Orange breast Dark brown upperparts

Dark brown Coverts

Orange underparts
Brilliant blue rump

Dark brown wings

Distribution

Legs are scarlet with black nails

Dark brown tail f"f

Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Collared Kingfisher Identification Tips
Collared Kingfisher : Todiramphus chloris: Resident in Goa, Odisha, West Bengal & Andaman & Nicobar

Islands in India

.. humii-Resident o Ocisha &West Bengal) ihce supraloal spo

Upper mandible grey-black,
lower mandible yellowish-
horn with dark brown cutting
edges and tip

Greenish-blue crown

Black mask
White collar

Greenish-blue
Upperparts

White

upperparts Blue wings

Blue tail
Legs and feet

dark grey, soles

yellowish
Distribution
©www.ogaclicks.com D (

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com
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Common Kingfisher Identification Tips
Common Kingfisher : Alcedo atthis: Widespread Resident in India

Dark brown iris

Head & Crown barred blue and black
Rufous Spot on forehead

Black eyestripe

Rufous ear-coverts
White patch on side of neck

Bill is black, gape red

Malar stripe barred blue and black .
Brilliant azure-blue upperparts

upperwing-coverts
dark greenish-blue
with paler blue spots

White Chin & Throat

Paler band down
centre of back and
rump

Rufous underparts

Red base mandible ( lower bill)

Blackish green wings

Tail is brilliant
azure-blue

Distribution

Legs are Orange- red

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com Difference from male
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Crested Kingfisher Identification Tips
Crested Kingfisher : Megaceryle lugubris : Resident in Himalayas & North East India

Dark b iri
ark brown iris Head & Crown with long feathers ,blackish-grey,

spotted with white

Bill is black, basal half pale
blue, tip yellowish

White-speckled Black and white barred upperparts

black malar stripe

White Collar

>4
27
YL Tail black with
g‘d};’ 6-8 white bars

Black-speckled breastband with
rufous-orange feathers admixed

White underparts

Black and white
barred wings

Distribution

Flanks are barred
with grey
Legs and feet dark

Difference from male

. Inskipp and Grimmett
©www.ogaclicks.com Important id point www.HBW.com

No rufous
breast band

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent




Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher (Black-backed Dwarf-Kingfisher) Identification Tips

Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher (Black-backed Dwarf-Kingfisher) : Ceyx erithaca: Resident of South West &
Andaman & Nicobar Island ; summer visitor to East Himalayan foothills &North East India

Lilac-rufous crown

Iris is dark brown

Black spot on orange forehead

Bill is red Blue and white patch on side of neck

Dark blue upperparts

White Throat Dark blue Coverts

Lilac-rufous back

Orange breast

Orange underparts Dark blue wings

Distribution

Lilac-rufous rump

Lilac-rufous tail

Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Pied Kingfisher Identification Tips
Pied Kingfisher : Ceryle rudis: Widespread Resident in India

Dark brown iris Head & Crown are black

White supercilium

——— V= : Black eye-band

White collar

Single breast
band broken in
Centre

Two black

breast bands Black upperparts with

white edgings

., )
White ey, * : (—F White patch on Coverts
underparts W \
“‘dg Rump barred

A
H black and white

ST

TR

(o]
i

Legs and feet black

Distribution

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Difference from male
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Ruddy Kingfisher Identification Tips
Ruddy Kingfisher: Halcyon coromanda : Resident of East Himalayan foothills & North East India

Iris is dark brown, orbital skin is red Rufous head & crown

Bill is red or orange-red

Rufous Nape

Rufous-chestnut upperparts washed lilac

Rufous breast
utous breas Glossy azure-blue back

Rufous brown Coverts

Rufous underparts

Rufous brown wings

Distribution

Legs are scarlet Glossy azure-blue rump

Brown tail

Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Stork-billed Kingfisher Identification Tips

Stork-billed Kingfisher : Pelargopsis capensis : Widespread Resident in India ( Except North West & Mainland
peninsular India)

P Oumaston~esientof Andamantand .

Bill is scarlet,

darkerattip ~ 3, = 2

Head & Crown are olive-brown

. Buff Neck
White throat =——————>_

Dark green-blue

Buff breast =
1 upperparts

Blue Coverts

Buff underparts

Rump is
Azure blue

Legs and feet Orange-red

Blue Tail=——>

A3
5~ /~
Reference : Birds of Indian
Subcontinent Inskipp and Grimmett

Important id point www.HBW.com

Difference from male
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White-throated Kingfisher Identification Tips
White-throated Kingfisher : Halcyon smyrnensis: Widespread resident in India

Iris is dark brown, orbital skin is red

Dark chestnut head & crown

Bill is red

Dark chestnut neck

Blue upperparts

Dark brown Coverts

White breast —_—>

Chestnut belly

Blue wings
Legs are dusky red Blue rump
Distribution
\\ €—— Blue tail
Chestnut Flanks \
Difference from male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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