
• The following pages have some identification markers for each 
of Barwings found in India

• To know more on these birds you can visit 
http://ogaclicks.com/barwing/

• If you are interested in coming on any of my tours or 
workshops please share your email id. I will keep you updated

• Mail me at ogaclicks@gmail.com

• Follow me on Instagram : ogajanak 

• You can also call me on      (91)9840119078 ,
(91) 9445219078
(91) 6369815812

http://ogaclicks.com/barwing/
mailto:ogaclicks@gmail.com


List of Barwing found in India
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Sno. Name Binomial Name

1 Hoary-throated Barwing Actinodura Nipalensis

2 Rusty-fronted Barwing Actinodura egertoni

3 Streak-throated Barwing Actinodura waldeni



Hoary-throated Barwing identification Tips
Hoary-throated Barwing : Actinodura Nipalensis:  Resident of Himalayas & North East India

Crown feathers have dark brown fringes and buffy centers producing long streaks

Iris brown to dark brown

Upperparts are ochrous-brown 

Ochrous mid-brown on lower flanks Tail barred centrally, but black lines broadening distally 
to become broad blackish subterminal band with 
narrow whitish tips

Brownish grey vaguely 
streaked upper breast

Legs are Pinkish to greyish-brown or brown
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Both the sexes similar

Ear-coverts are silvery mid-brown

Rump is rusty

Coverts are ochrous mid-brown with broad mid-gray tips

Primary coverts black

Flight-feathers with neat black lines on tan 
background, shading grayer towards tips

Short submoustachial stripe blackish-brown

Chin &  throat pale brownish-grey

Bill is dark brown to dark horn



Rusty-fronted Barwing identification Tips
Rusty-fronted Barwing : Actinodura egertoni:  Resident of North East India

Crown has brown-edged smoky-grey elongated feathers
Iris  pale grey, bluish-brown, olive-yellow 
or brown, orbital skin grey-green

Upperparts are ochrous-brown 

Rufous on flanks

Tail is plain dull rufous-chestnut with whitish tips 

Breast is rufous-tinged pale pinkish-grey

Legs are brownish-flesh to grey-brown or pale horn
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Both the sexes similar

Ear-coverts are shiny pale grey with slight pinkish tinge

Belly whitish

Coverts are rufous

Primary coverts black

Flight-feathers are rufous-chestnut to 
buffish basally with dense black-and-
whitish barring distally

Forehead  and forecrown dull chestnut

Chin &  throat dull chestnut-rufous 
with vague greyish streaking

Bill is yellowish-brown, paler lower mandible

Nape and neck side smudgy mid-grey



Streak-throated Barwing identification Tips
Streak-throated Barwing : Actinodura waldeni:  Resident of North East India

Crown feathers gray-brown with narrow grayish edgesIris is creamy gray to brownish-
gray or pale olive

Upperparts are Rufous-brown 

Rufous underparts

Tail is heavily barred, becoming black 
distally, with whitish tips; ear-coverts dull 
silvery gray with pale brown streaks

Breast is rufous with buff feather 
edges & vague streaks

Legs are brown or dark horn to pinkish
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Important  id point

Both the sexes similar

Ear-coverts are streaked greyish

Greyer Nape & Neck

Coverts are rufous edged pale grey

Primary coverts black

Flight-feathers are heavily barred with 
chestnut and black fading posteriorly

Weak dark submoustachial line

Chin &  throat rufous with 
broad buff feather edges

Bill is dark brown or dark horn to black

Greyish white 
underparts with 
streaking

Upperparts are 
darker brown 

A. w. daflaensis  : Resident of Arunachal Pradesh

Difference from Nominate


