* The following pages have some identification markers for each
of Bitterns found in India
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List of Bittern found in India

Binomial Name

Black Bittern Ixobrychus flavicollis
Cinnamon Bittern Ixobrychus cinnamomeus

Great Bittern Botaurus stellaris
Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus
Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensis
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Black Bittern identification Tips
Black Bittern : Ixobrychus flavicollis : Wide spread Resident in India

Iris is yellow to red-brown
Crown & head are grey-black with bluish sheen

Facial skin dusky to green / pink

Bill is dark brown to reddish brown
with pale green mandible, with
yellow tip

Pale golden-yellow band either
side of chin to base of neck

Chin & throat are deep buff

Upperparts are grey-black with bluish sheen
streaked black and white

Breast is deep buff streaked

black and white Wings are Grey-black

Browner upperparts

Tail is Grey-black

Underparts are dark grey-brown, 4
washed yellow :

Distribution

Legs are black

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Cinnamon Bittern identification Tips
Cinnamon Bittern : Ixobrychus cinnamomeus : Wide spread Resident in India

Iris is yellow, orange or pinkish-red . . .
Y ! 8 P Crown & head are uniform rich cinnamon

Purplish-red lores

- Upperparts are cinnamon
Bill is orange Pperp

Chin & throat are white buff
Sooty Crown

Browner upperparts with

ings are Cinnamon
grey wash & white spots B

Underparts cinnamon-buff

Tail is cinnamon

Brown streaked underparts

Legs are yellow

Distribution

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Great Bittern identification Tips
Great Bittern : Botaurus stellaris : \Wide spread winter visitor in India

Lores greyish olive  Irisiis yellow

Black cap , uniform buff-brown head-sides

Bill is yellow with brown
culmen ridge and darker tip

Neck buff-brown barred brown

Moustachial pale blackish to dark brown

Chin & throat cream-white with
rufous-brown median streak

Golden-brown, with black and buff mottling and barring upperparts

Breast is yellow-buff streaked brown
and finely spotted black

Elongated white pectoral tufts

Red-brown / darker and spotted black

Underparts Yellow-buff

Distribution

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
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Little Bittern identification Tips
Little Bittern : Ixobrychus minutus: Resident in Kashmir, sporadic across India

Iris is yellow

Lores are lemon-yellow to orangish yellow / flushing red

Blackish crown and modest crest

Bill is yellow or yellow-green,

with dark brown culmen ridge Greyish face-sides

Chin & throat are white buff >
Upperparts are black

Browner upperparts Buff-white wing-coverts

Buffish-white underparts N

Black flight feathers
with slight streaking

Tail is black

Distribution

e Streaked wi tch
reaked wing patches White Undertail

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Yellow Bittern identification Tips

Yellow Bittern : Ixobrychus sinensis : Widespread resident in India
Brown forehead

Lores yellow green  Iris is yellow Black to blue-grey crown & crest

Bill is ivory-coloured , with e N (O )
v ’ A S T —— -~ Buff neck-sides
darker maxilla and red base -,

Rufous to sandy-brown with pinkish to maroon wash

Sandy-brown throat streaked brown

Breast is streaked brown .
Pale wing-coverts

Black Primary coverts

Brown Secondaries

Underparts sandy-brown

Distribution

T Black primaries

Black tail

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
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