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The following pages have some identification markers for each
of the Masked Owls found in India

To know more on these birds you can visit
http://ogaclicks.com/owl/

If you are interested in coming on any of my tours or
workshops please share your email id. | will keep you updated

Mail me at ogaclicks@gmail.com

Follow me on Instagram : ogajanak
You can also callmeon (91)9840119078,

(91) 9445219078
(91) 6369815812
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List of Masked Owls found in India

. Name Binomial Name
Barn Owl ( Genus -Tyto)
1 Tyto deroepstorffi
Tyto alba
Tyto longimembris
Bay Owl( Genus -Phodilus)
1 Phodilus badius
Phodilus assimilis
Eared Owl( Genus -Asio)
1
Asio flammeus
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BARN OWL



Andaman Barn Owl identification Tips
Andaman Barn Owl : Tyto deroepstorffi: Resident Andaman Islands in India

Crown & head are dark brown with mottling and streaking

Dark eyes

Buff facial disc
Distinctive heart-shaped face ===

Dark Brown upperparts finely

Bill is Yellow streaked, mottled and dotted dark
Wing-coverts are dark Brown
Flight-feathers are dark Brown
Underparts are deep brownish-
rufous with fine spotting
Tail is Dark Brown
Distribution
Tarsus are densely feathered
Brown toes
Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
i . . Inskipp and Grimmett
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Barn Owl identification Tips - T. a. stertens
Barn Owl : Tyto alba stertens : Widespread Resident in India ( Except Easter Ghats)

Crown & head are grey with spots

Dark eyes

White facial disc

Distinctive heart- =%
shaped face

Upperparts are golden-buff with
variable light greyish “veil”, and finely
streaked, mottled and dotted dark

Wing-coverts are Golden —buff
with Greyish feathers

Bill is Yellow

Flight-feathers are Golden Buff

Underparts are white with fine

spotting
Tail is Dark Brown
Distribution
Brown toes
Both the sexes similar Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Eastern Grass Owl identification Tips
Eastern Grass Owl : Tyto longimembris : Sporadically found in North East ( Manipur) & Kerala

Crown & head are dark with spots

Dark eyes

White facial disc tinged orange-buff

Distinctive heart- =%
shaped face

Upperparts are dark brown and
golden-buff with some small white

Bill is Yellow
spots

Wing-coverts are dark brown
and golden-buff with some
small white spots

Underparts are white, tinged
orange-buff with fine spotting

Flight-feathers are dark
brown and golden-buff Distribution

Tail is Dark Brown

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com
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EARED OWL
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Long-eared Owl identification Tips
Long-eared Owl : Asio otus : Winter visitor to North West India

Crown & head are dark brown with spots

Conspicuous "ear" tufts

White running down along the center through the bill

Facial disk is buff with white "eyebrows" and white patch below bill

Yellowish-orange to
orange-red eyes

Upperparts are ochraceous-tawny with
a grayish or brownish wash with
blackish vertical streaks

Bill is black

Scapulars are usually marked whitish

Underparts are whitish-gray and
buff with dark brown streaking
and barring

Buff patch on upperwing

€ Tail is Dark Brown

74

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com
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Short-eared Owl identification Tips
Short-eared Owl : Asio flammeus : Widespread Winter & Passage migrant in India

. . Crown & head are dark brown with spots
Yellowish-orange eye with

black rings encircling them

Facial disk is white

Hooked and black bill

Breast is whitish to rust
colored with dense
vertical streaking

Upperparts are mottled brown and buff

Underbelly is whitish to
rust colored with sparse
vertical streaking

Distribution

Legs are yellow Buff patch on upperwing

Tail is Dark Brown & barred

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com
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BAY OWL
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Oriental Bay Owl identification Tips
Oriental Bay Owl : Phodilus badius: Resident of North East India

- ,/Short ear-tufts projecting out from sides of head

“Vee” shaped frontal shield

Facial disk is square-shaped, pale greyish-pink
Blackish or dark
brown eyes

Upperparts are Chestnut-bay spotted
with gold

Bill is creamy yellow

or pinkish-horn Scapulars are usually marked whitish

Underparts are light pinkish-buff,
spotted black

Distribution

—\\/ings barred black

Legs are yellowish-brown
or pinkish-buff

€ Tail is Dark Brown

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com
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Srilanka Bay Owl identification Tips
Srilanka Bay Owl : Phodilus assimilis: Resident of South West India

Short ear-tufts projecting out from sides of head

“Vee” shaped frontal shield vinaceous pink / brownish-grey
Facial disk is square-shaped, pale greyish-pink
Irides dark brown

Upperparts are darker and browner,
with heavier spotting of black and
. - white

Bill is yellowish

Scapulars are usually marked whitish

Distribution

Underparts are light pinkish-buff,
spotted black

Wings heavily barred black

Tail is Dark Brown

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
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Bay Owl Comparison

Oriental Bay Owl

Srilanka Bay Owl
/-

Wide “Vee”
Narrow “Vee”
Shaped frontal
. Shaped frontal
shield )
shield
Wings densely
barred black
Wings lightly

barred black
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