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List of Other Ducks found in India

Name

Binomial Name

Common Goldeneye

Bucephala clangula

Common Merganser ( Goosander)

Mergus merganser

Knob-billed Duck

Sarkidiornis melanotos

Long-tailed Duck

Clangula hyemalis

Mandrain Duck

Aix galericulata

Marbled Duck

Marmaronetta angustirostris

Red-breasted Merganser

Mergus serrator

Smew

Mergellus albellus
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White-headed Duck

Oxyura leucocephala

(WY
o

White-winged Duck
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Asarcornis scutulata




Common Goldeneye identification Tips
Common Goldeneye : Bucephala clangula : Winter visitor to North India

Yellow eyes

White Loral Patch Crown & head are Dark Green

Bill is blue-black Dark Green face

White iris Brown Head & Crown

Bill is blue-black White Chin & Throat

with yellow tip

; Upperparts are Black
Dark chestnut breast —————>{

Brown face Scapulars white fringed black

- ‘ \ Black wing coverts
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™ Distribution

Slaty Grey Upperparts

Black Primaries

White breast White Underbelly

with black

vermiculation Tail is black to dark grey

White flanks
with black

vermiculation
Legs are Yellow -Orange

Difference from Male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

©www.ogaclicks.com Inskipp and Grimmett
Important id point www.HBW.com




Common Merganser (Goosander) identification Tips
Common Merganser (Goosander) : Mergus merganser : Breeds in Ladhak, Winter visitor to North India

Red eyes
Crown & head are iridescent, greenish-black

Bill is scarlet-orange with black nail

Rusty Brown Head & Crown Iridescent, greenish-black face

Iridescent, greenish-black
Chin & Throat

Rusty Brown face

Rusty Brown Crest Upperparts are Black

White breast =

\
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White coverts

White patch

below the bill
Black Primaries

Tail is black
to dark grey

& e

White wing patch

White Underbelly
Slaty Grey breast

Slaty Grey flanks
Legs are Yellow -Orange

- Difference from Male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

I tant id point Inskipp and Grimmett
mportant 1d poin www.HBW.com
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Knob-billed Duck identification Tips
Knob-billed Duck : Sarkidiornis melanotos : Widespread visitor in India

Crown & head are whitish with Black spots

Bill is black with a fleshy
comb at the base

Fre S e Gl Whitish face with Black spots

Chin & Throat are Neck white with Black spots

white with Black spots

R Upperparts are Bronze, Blue & Green

White breast =—s=—>
', Iridescent Green

Incomplete breast band coverts

Pale breast Tail is black

band

White flanks with stripes Distribution

wory A4FALG

- Legs are Grey-black

Difference from Male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

I tant id point Inskipp and Grimmett
mportant 1d poin www.HBW.com

Grey flanks
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Brown eyes

Grey
green bill

Black Chin &
Throat

Brown breast

Long-tailed Duck identification Tips
Long-tailed Duck : Clangula hyemalis : Vagrant in India

Orange eyes

/ Crown & head are White

Bill is black with broad subterminal

pinkish band Grev F
Black Head & Crown \ rey Face
— Black Patch on Neck
Black ear Patch
White Chin & Throat
e
Black neck band

Upperparts are Black
Black breast

S TS Elongated White Scapulars

with scales

Black Wings
Smaller tail Tail black with central 2
pairs of retrices greatly
elongated and
outermost retrices

tinged white

White Underbelly

Legs are Grey

- Difference from Male

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Mandrain Duck identification Tips
Mandrain Duck : Aix galericulata: Vagrant in India

Eyes are dark brown with yellowish outer ring
Crown & head are glossy green to purplish

White eyering Buff cheeks with chestnut ruff on neck-sides

Grey Head & Crown Bill is Red with flesh-pink nail

Greyish brown Coppery red and white on long nuchal crest

with pale
orange tip

White eye stripe .
Scapulars glossy blue marked white and black

Finely streaked Grey ear-coverts
Upperparts are Olive brown

Maroon

Grey-B
rey-srown breast

Upperparts Orange wing sails

White lines on wings

Tail is brown,
glossed green,
with long dark
blue-green
uppertail-coverts

Brown spotted
white breast

Legs are Orange Buff

White Flanks with
Brown spots

Black and orange-white flanks

- Difference from Male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Marbled Duck identification Tips
Marbled Duck : Marmaronetta angustirostris: \Winter visitor in North India

Crown & head are Grey-Brown & finely streaked

Dark Brown eyepatch

Glossy black bill Pale whitish cheeks

Brown shaggy nuchal crest

Grey Brown Chin & Throat Brown upperparts with Buff spots

Grey Brown Breast with Spots Pale silver-grey primaries

Brown tail partially white-tipped

Grey Brown Underbelly with Spots

Distribution

Legs are blackish /olive-green or yellow

Difference from Male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

I tant id point Inskipp and Grimmett
mportant id poin www.HBW.com
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Red-breasted Merganser identification Tips
Red-breasted Merganser : Mergus serrator : Winter visitor —Vagrant in India

Red eyes Crown & head are iridescent, greenish-black

Bill is long, narrow, and serrated

with a hooked t|p, red with black t|p Long’ Shaggy' double_pointed crest

Brown / Cinnamon Head & Crown Iridescent, greenish-black face

=

White Chin & Throat white collar around neck

Brown/ Cinnamon face
Upperparts are Black

Red breast with
black spots

Slaty Grey Upperparts White coverts

Tail is black

to dark gre
White patch grey

below the bill Tuft of feathers at sides of breast

black with large white centers

White wing patch

White Underparts

Flanks grayish

Slaty Grey flanks Legs are Red -Orange

- Difference from Male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

I tant id point Inskipp and Grimmett
mportant 1d poin www.HBW.com
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Rufous Head & Crown

Rufous Nape

Dusky mottled
breast

Dusky mottled
Flanks
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White cheek &
Moustachial area

Smew identification Tips
Smew : Mergellus albellus : Winter visitor in North India

Orange eyes Crown & head are White

Black feathers on nape

\'/ﬁ / < Black facial mask

White Neck

Bill is short & grey

White Chin & Throat =
: - Upperparts are Black

Black lines forming
inverted “ V”

White Scapulars

Grey Upperparts

Small white
patch on
wings

White Underparts

Legs are Grey

Difference from Male

Important id point

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

Black coverts with white tips

Black Flight feathers

Tail is grey

Distribution




White-headed Duck identification Tips
White-headed Duck : Oxyura leucocephala : Winter visitor in North India

Black-Brown crown
White head

Greyish white face
Red area at base of bill

Black neck

Bill is Pale blue Sandy rufous-brown with blackish vermiculation upperparts

Large white areas on Tertials

Black —brown
head & crown

Lead-grey bill Grey-brown tail

with bulbous
base

Breast is Chestnut =———>

Black stripe
across the cheek

Sandy rufous-brown with blackish vermiculation Flanks

Distribution

Legs are Slate grey

- Difference from Male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

I tant id point Inskipp and Grimmett
mportant 1d poin www.HBW.com
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White-winged Duck identification Tips
White-winged Duck : Asarcornis scutulata: Resident of North East India

Crown & head are White with black spots

Bill is lemon-yellow to rich orange Nape is white with black spots

White face with black spots

White neck with black spots

White Chin & Throat with black spots .
Black glossed metallic green upperparts

Black Breast Coverts are white with greenish-black tips

Secondaries are bluish-grey

Dark Brown tail

Distribution

Brown underbelly

Dark Brown flanks

Legs are Orange-yellow

Difference from Male Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
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Merganser female comparison

Common Merganser

Larger thicker Crest

Sharp demarcation between
neck & rest of body

White wing patch

Red-breasted Merganser

Thin Crest
Neck color merges into rest of
body

White wing patch
with a black band




