
• The following pages have some identification markers for each 
of the Pygmy duck, Shelduck & Whistling ducks found in India

• To know more on these birds you can visit 
http://ogaclicks.com/duck

• If you are interested in coming on any of my tours or 
workshops please share your email id. I will keep you updated

• Mail me at ogaclicks@gmail.com

• Follow me on Instagram : ogajanak 

• You can also call me on      (91)9840119078 ,
(91) 9445219078
(91) 6369815812

http://ogaclicks.com/duck
mailto:ogaclicks@gmail.com


Sno. Name Binomial Name
Pygmy Duck

1 Cotton Pygmy-goose Nettapus coromandelianus
Shelduck

2 Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna
3 Ruddy Shelduck Tadrona ferruginea

Whistling-Duck
4 Fulvous Whistling-duck Dendrocygna bicolor
5 Lesser Whistling-duck Dendrocygna javanica

List of Pygmy duck, Shelducks & Whistling-Ducks found in India
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PYGMY DUCKS



Cotton Pygmy-goose identification Tips
Cotton Pygmy-goose: Nettapus coromandelianus:  Widespread resident in India

Crown & head are Dark Brown

Upperparts are dark brown with 
green and purple gloss

Legs are Grey-olive

White breast

Bill is black
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.comImportant  id point

Difference from MaleFemale

Male

Crimson Red eyes

White neck

White-grey Underbelly

White Chin & Throat

White-grey  Flanks

Brownish  and 
yellow bill

Blackish green 
broad collar on the 
breast

White face

Brown uppertail 
coverts & Rump

Dark brown  tail 
with green and 
purple gloss

Browner 
Upperparts

Dark eyestripe

Dusky Underparts

Brown eye

Throat is finely 
vermiculated

NO breast band



SHELDUCKS



Common Shelduck identification Tips
Common Shelduck : Tadorna tadorna:  Widespread but sporadic winter visitor to India

Crown & head are Black

Upperparts are white

Scapulars Black

Legs are Pink

White breast

Bill is Red with large basal knob
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.comImportant  id point

Difference from Male

Female

Male

Brown eyes

Black Neck

Black Underbelly

Black Chin & Throat

White flanks

Iridescent green Speculum

Basal Knob 
Missing 

Chestnut band 
between Breast 
& belly



Ruddy Shelduck identification Tips
Ruddy Shelduck : Tadorna  ferruginea:  Breeds in Himalayas ; Widespread winter visitor in India

Crown & head are pale Orange-Brown 

Upperparts are Orange-Brown

Primaries Black

Legs are dark Grey

White Coverts

Bill is Black

Tail is  black
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.comImportant  id point

Difference from Male

Female

Male

Brown eyes

Pale Orange-Brown  Neck

Orange-brown Underbelly

Orange-Brown 
Chin & Throat

Orange-Brown flanks

Iridescent green 
Speculum 

Whitish head

Face is pale  Orange-Brown 

Black collar around the neck

Orange-brown Breast

Whitish Face

No Black collar 
around the neck



WHISTLING DUCKS



Fulvous Whistling-duck identification Tips
Fulvous Whistling-duck : Dendrocygna bicolor:  Resident of North East India & Sporadic Winter visitor to other parts in India
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.comImportant  id point

Crown & head are Brown ( Fulvous)

Brown Face

Feathering on sides of upper neck furrowed with white 

Upperparts are Darker Brown with buff-tipped feathers

Dark Brown Primaries

Dark Brown tail

Brown Breast with white flecks

Brown Underbelly

Brown Chin & Throat with white feathers  

Legs are Grey

Long Grey bill

White Undertail & vent

Brown flanks with white streaks

Dark brown  stripe running through the center of the crown to the base of the mantle

White upper-tail coverts 

Both the sexes similar



Lesser Whistling-duck identification Tips
Lesser Whistling-duck : Dendrocygna javanica:  Widespread resident in India
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Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent  
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.comImportant  id point

Crown & head are Brown

Brown Face

Feathering on sides of upper neck furrowed

Upperparts are Brown with buff-tipped feathers

Dark Brown Primaries

Chestnut upper-tail coverts 

Brown Breast

Brown Underbelly

Brown Chin & Throat

Legs are Grey

Long Grey bill

White Undertail & vent

Brown flanks

Chestnut upper-tail coverts 

Both the sexes similar


