The following pages have some identification markers for each
of the Wood Owl found in India

To know more on these birds you can visit
http://ogaclicks.com/owl/

If you are interested in coming on any of my tours or
workshops please share your email id. | will keep you updated

Mail me at ozaclicks@egmail.com

Follow me on Instagram : ogajanal

You can also callmeon (91)9840119078,
(91) 9445219078
(91) 6369815812
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List of Wood Owl found in India

. Name | Binomial Name

rown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica

B
Himalayan Wood Owl Strix nivicola

1

Mottled Wood Owl Strix ocellata

Tawny Owl trix aluco
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Brown Wood Owl identification Tips
Brown Wood Owl : Strix leptogrammica: Resident of Himalayas, Eastern Ghats , Western Ghats & North East India

Distrbution | . newarenss - Resdent of Himlaya rom i an asht as o orth st |

Crown & head are Dark Brown

Iris is dark brown White eyebrows

Cere bluish-grey; bill

greenish-horn Facial disc whitish to pale fulvous-brown

Large white White / pale barring on scapulars

throat patch Lighter chestnut-brown Upperparts

Brown chest

band
White / pale barring on Brown Wing coverts

Dark rufous facial disc

Underparts have thin,

Strong White on Lacks Breast Band indistinct brown barring Flight-feathers barred white,
. 47 brown and tan
Brown Wing coverts &2 - ,
e————— tJhr.\de.rpj.r? h;:ve Tarsus fully feathered; toes
S in, indistinc .
’ bluish-grey to pale leaden
Whitish brown A
barring Tail is barred brown and tan
Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
H . . Inskipp and Grimmett

www.HBW.com



Himalayan Wood Owl identification Tips
Himalayan Wood Owl : Strix nivicola : Resident Of Himalayas & North East India

Crown & head are dark Brown with coarse mottling and no prominent streaks

White eyebrows

Dark brown Eyes
Pale facial disc

Yellowish Grey Bill

Dark brown upperparts with coarse mottling and no
prominent streaks

Whitish/ Buffy outer webs of scapulars form pale line across shoulders

Underparts are whitish to
pale rufous-tawny with
coarse, dark streaks and
bars

Buffy-white spots i . i
on wing-coverts Distribution

Tail is dark brown

with broad dark bars
Legs are grey and fully feathered

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

©www.ogaclicks.com I tant id point Inskipp and Grimmett
‘08 ) mportant 1d poin www.HBW.com




Mottled Wood Owl identification Tips
Mottled Wood Owl : Strix ocellata : Widespread Resident in India

Crown & head are grey, mottled and vermiculated with reddish-brown, black, white and buff

Irides dark brown

Facial disc white with concentric black barring , and some rufous-orange mottling
Cere and bill horn-black
Prominent white collar on neck side
Throat chestnut and

black with white stippling

Upperparts are grey, mottled and vermiculated with
reddish-brown, black, white and buff

Distribution

Underparts are white
to golden with narrow
blackish cross-bars

Flight Feathers barred
grey-brown and black

Tarsus feathered buffish; toes
brownish-flesh or dirty
yellowish-brown

Tail is barred grey-brown and black

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com
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Tawny Wood Owl identification Tips
Tawny Wood Owl : Strix aluco : Resident Of North Himalayas in India ( Kashmir)

Crown with dark center bordered by pale bands
Iris blackish-brown

Bill horn-coloured Facial disc pale with some darker concentric rings

to pale yellowish

Scapulars with large white or cream spot at tip

Upperparts are heavily mottled
brown with darker shaft streaks

Underparts are streaked
dark and with variable
thin cross-bars

Upperwing-coverts with large white or
cream spot at tip

Flight Feathers barred
grey-brown and black

Distribution

Tarsus and most of toes

feathered; toes Grey . | ‘ 4, \
Tail is barred \
grey-brown

and black

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com
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