* The following pages have some identification markers for each
of Cormorants & Darters found in India

* To know more on these birds you can visit

* If you are interested in coming on any of my tours or
workshops please share your email id. | will keep you updated

e Mail me at

* Follow me on Instagram :

You can also call meon (91) 9840119078,
(91) 9445219078
(91) 6369815812
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List of Cormorant found in India

Binomial Name

L Anhinga melanogaster
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo

Indian Cormorant Phalacrocorax fuscicollis
Little Cormorant Phalacrocorax niger

Pygmy Cormorant Microcarbo pygmeus
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Darter identification Tips
Darter : Anhinga melanogaster : \Widespread resident in India

Iris is white with a yellow ring ~ Brown Head & crown

. I . ) Pale white line running along the sides of the neck
Tip of the upper mandible is dark while the base is

pale brown bill while the lower mandible is yellowish g

Long Brown neck
White chin & throat with black speckles

Scapulars has elongated and lanceolate feathers

. \ \ Wing coverts with prominent silvery streaks
[\ AN W

Black wings

Black underparts

Distribution

7

Blackish-brown Legs and toes with yellow webbing

: Q @ €— Barred black tail
- "li.'..’ ',"’
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Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
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Great Cormorant identification Tips
Great Cormorant : Phalacrocorax carbo : Widespread resident in India

Aqua blue iris Black Head & Crown

Bill is Blackish-Grey

TG Black crest
Pale-yellow skin of face and gular region A Ny

White throat patch
White streaking on black neck

Upper parts are black with bluish gloss

Wing coverts and scapulars bronze with black margins

Underparts are black

Distribution

Wings are browner with
a greenish gloss

Legs are Blackish-Grey

Black tail
White thigh patch

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
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Indian Cormorant identification Tips
Indian Cormorant : Phalacrocorax fuscicollis : Widespread resident in India

Green iris Black Head & Crown

Bill is blackish-grey

Pale-yellow at lower mandible base and gular region

Bronze-brown mantle

Wing coverts and scapulars bronze with black margins

Underparts are black glossed blue-green
Wings are browner with a greenish gloss

Distribution

Black tail

Legs are blackish-grey

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
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Little Cormorant identification Tips
Little Cormorant : Phalacrocorax niger : Widespread resident in India

Black iris

Black Head & Crown

Bill is blackish-grey with horn-coloured tip -

D

Gape and base of mandible often bluish
Black neck

Bronze-brown mantle

Wing coverts and scapulars are blackish grey to silvery

Underparts are black glossed blue-green _ _ @
grey with black fringes giving scaly appearance

Wings are blackish

Distribution

+
A
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Legs are bIackish-gre

Black tail

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
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Pygmy Cormorant identification Tips
Pygmy Cormorant : Microcarbo pygmeus: Vagrant in India

Brown iris

Dark brown to rufescent-brown head & crown with small white feathers

Bill is blackish-grey with horn-coloured tip
Pale brown gular pouch

€ Black neck

Blackish grey Mantle with greenish to purplish-black gloss

Wing coverts and scapulars are blackish grey with
greenish to purplish-black gloss

Underparts are black with small white feathers

Wings are blackish

Legs are blackish-grey

Black tail

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
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