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List of Bulbuls found in India

Binomial Name

1 Andaman Bulbul Pycnonotus fuscoflavescens

Hemixos flavala

Hypsipetes leucocephalus

Pycnonotus flaviventris

Pycnonotus atriceps

Spizixos canifrons

7 Pycnonotus gularis

Pycnonotus flavescens

Hypocolius ampelinus

Pycnonotus priocephalus

11 Pycnonotus leucogenys

12 Ixos mcclellandii

13 Ixos nicobarensis

lole virescens

Pycnonotus cafer

16 Pycnonotus jocosus

17 Hypsipetes ganeesa
Pyconotus striatus

Pycnonotus luteolus

Pycnonotus leucotis

21 Alophoixus flaveolus
Acritillas indica

Pycnonotus xantholaemus



Andaman Bulbul identification Tips

Andaman Bulbul : Pycnonotus fuscoflavescens: Resident of Andaman islands in India

Iris pale cobalt-Blue
Dark olive crown

Paler Olive-Green Dull Blackish forehead

head lacking sheen Bill is blackish grey,

paler and bluish at
base

Dark chin & throat
Dusky Olive upperparts

Yellow breast Upperwing coverts Olive-Green

suffused with Olive

Rump feathers yellow at tip

Bright Yellow on belly and black at base

to undertail-coverts

Flight-feathers dark
Brown on inner webs,
dull Olive-Green fringing
on outer webs

Greenish-yellow
underparts

Legs are Blackish Grey

Distribution

Tails is tail olive-yellow at base with dark

brown subterminal bar and yellow tips \\\
AR\ .
Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent E
o ol ndamans
&

©www.ogaclicks.com . Inskipp and Grimmett
Difference from Male www.HBW.com




Ashy Bulbul identification Tips
Ashy Bulbul : Hemixos flavala : Resident of Himalayan foothills & North East India

iris dark Reddish Brown Dark Grey crown, feathers raised into full rounded crest

Bill is Black

Brown ear coverts

Dark moustachial stripe Grey upperparts

White chin & throat™

Wing-coverts broadly fringed bright golden with olive tinge
Grey breast

White belly to

undertail-coverts Flight-feathers dark

Brown

Legs are dark brown or dark reddish-horn,

soles yellowish white, claws blackish brown Dark brown with Olive margins

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett

©www.ogaclicks.com
www.HBW.com

Distribution




Black Bulbul identification Tips
Black Bulbul : Hypsipetes leucocephalus: Resident of Himalayas & North East India

iris is deep Chestnut Blackish crown, feathers raised into full rounded crest

Bill is Red
\ L Grey Face

Grey chin & throat =

Grey upperparts

Dark malar stripe Wing-coverts Grey

Grey breast

Grey belly to undertail-coverts Flight-feathers Grey

Distribution

Black tail

Legs are red, horn Brown claws

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett

©www.ogaclicks.com
www.HBW.com




Black-crested Bulbul identification Tips
Black-crested Bulbul : Pycnonotus flaviventris : Resident of Himalayas & North East India

Head is glossy Blue-Black, bearing mid-crown tuft of elongated feathers forming
recurved crest

iris is creamy white or pale yellow

Bill is Black

Black Face

Black chin & throat Dark Golden Olive-Green upperparts

Yellow breast Wing-coverts Golden Olive Green

suffused with olive

Yellow belly to undertail-coverts _ Flight-feathers Olive Brown with

bright golden-olive fringes

Distribution

Legs are Black

_ \\ €—— Brown tail with bright

golden-olive fringes

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

©www.ogaclicks.com



Black Headed Bulbul identification Tips

Black Headed Bulbul : Pycnonotus atriceps : Resident of North East India

Iris is pale cobalt-blue

Head is Black with metallic Blue-Green sheen

Bill is Black
Black Face

Black chin & throat
Dark Olive to Yellow-Olive upperparts

Dark Olive to Yellow-Olive
breast

Wing-coverts Golden Olive Yellow

Yellow belly to

: Flight-feathers blackish, bright olive-
undertail-coverts

yellow outer webs

Tail is rich Yellow at base and tip,
broad Black subterminal band

Legs are Black A\
A

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

Inskipp and Grimmett

©www.ogaclicks.com
www.HBW.com

Distribution




Crested Finchbill identification Tips

Crested Finchbill: Spizixos canifrons : Resident of hills of North East India

Pale Grey forehead Head is dark Grey; feathers raised into full rounded crest

Iris is dark Brown to Reddish-Brown

Bill is pale Yellowish-horn, Black gape —> 4 pale Grey ear coverts

Pale Grey chin & throat ]
Olive Green upperparts

Olive Green breast Wing-coverts Olive Green

Yellow belly to
undertail-coverts

Flight-feathers dusky Olive, with
Yellow-Green fringing

Distribution

¢ Tail is dusky Olive Green; broad
black subterminal band

Legs are Pinkish or Brownish-flesh, claws Brown

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett

©www.ogaclicks.com
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Flame-throated Bulbul identification Tips

Flame-throated Bulbul : Pycnonotus gularis : Resident of Western Ghats in India

Iris is Yellow
Head is Glossy Black ; Black crest

Bill is Black

Nape is Glossy Black

Flame-coloured orange throat patch

Yellowish Olive Green upperparts

Orange-Yellow with Olive

_ Wing-coverts Yellowish Olive Green
mixed breast

Yellow belly to

: Flight-feathers Browner with
undertail-coverts

Golden-Olive fringes

Tail is bright Olive, small

Legs are dusky Grey-Green to Blackish-Grey or horny Brown creamy-White tips at corners

Distribution

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett

©www.ogaclicks.com
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Flavescent Bulbul identification Tips

Flavescent Bulbul : Pycnonotus flavescens : Resident of hills of North East India

Iris is Brown to deep Reddish Brown Dark Brownish Grey head & crown with whitish scaling

White preocular supercilium

Bill is Black

Greyish ear-coverts

Dull Olive-Brown upperparts

Breast is pale yellowish

brown, streaked darker d?

grey brown

Wing-coverts Olive-Brown with Yellow fringing

Yellow belly to )

: Flight-feathers Brown , Olive-brown
undertail-coverts

on outer webs, with brighter and
Yellower fringing on primaries

Distribution

Tail is dull Olive-Brown, feathers
brighter and Yellower at outer
fringe

Legs are Blackish Brown to dark Reddish Brown

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett

©www.ogaclicks.com
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Grey Hypocolius identification Tips

Grey Hypocolius : Hypocolius ampelinus: Winter visitor to Gujarat in India

Greyish Buff crown
Iris dark Brown

Bill is blackish, /

paler at base Black mask
Grey Brown face

without mask

Grey chin & throat
with Pinkish wash

A / Pale Blue-Grey upperparts

\V\\ y Pale Grey Brown i’
I::Ie ctreamy g\f‘ B év_. upperparts Grey breast —_— — Upperwing coverts pale Blue-Grey
roa NG TR suffused with Pink \ € ..
\ N \\
O rimaries black wit
P A\ Primaries black with
Grey on belly to R \k}_ extensive white tips

Light Grey Brown undertail-coverts with \ <8
underparts Pink wash -3 \_\

) Tail is Blue- Grey broadly black-tipped
Legs are yellowish-pink &‘ >
to straw-colored AN -

e

(G

Distribution

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent

. Inskipp and Grimmett
Difference from Male www.HBW.com
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Grey-headed Bulbul identification Tips
Grey-headed Bulbul : Pycnonotus priocephalus : Resident of South West India

Bright Greenish-Yellow forehead
Dark Ash-Grey head & crown

Iris is Whitish-Grey

Bill is greenish-yellow, palest on culmen and tip

Chin dull black

Dull Greenish -Yellow ear-coverts

Grey Throat
Warm dark Olive-Green upperparts

Breast is pale Yellowish Wing-coverts Olive-Green with Yellow fringing

Yellow belly to
undertail-coverts

Flight-feathers blackish-brown, outer
webs fringed bright olive-green

(l— Uppertail-coverts bleached grey

Distribution

Legs are pale dusky Orange-Yellow, claws paler
Tail is delicate Ash-Grey, Black

outer feathers broadly tipped
same colour and fringed Green

Important id point W% Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

©www.ogaclicks.com



Himalayan Bulbul identification Tips

Himalayan Bulbul : Pycnonotus leucogenys : Resident of Himalayas in India

Brown-Grey head with prominent
forward-pointing crest

Iris is dark brown or hazel, black eyering
White cheeks

Black crescent at base of white ear-coverts

Bill is Blackish

Chin dull black Brownish- Grey upperparts

Black Throat
Wing-coverts Brownish Grey

Flight-feathers Brownish-Grey

d :ri“ |
Upper Breast is Black === i\:‘:.‘ } S RN
o :

R
§

Lower breast to . >
underbelly is Grey

Tail is Brownish —Grey
with White ends

Distribution

L Pinkish-Grey to slaty Black
€85 are Finkish-Lrey to siaty blac Undertail Coverts & vent are Yellow

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett

©www.ogaclicks.com
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Mountain Bulbul identification Tips
Mountain Bulbul : Ixos mcclellandii : Resident of Himalayas & North East India

Iris is Reddish-Brown to dark rich Crimson
Head & crown deep chestnut-brown with fine white shafts

Upper mandible dark horn-brown, lower
mandible pale grey or pinkish-grey

Brown cheeks

Chin & throat greyish with
prominent white shaft streaks
Bright Olive-Green upperparts

Rusty breast with thin

White shaft lines Wing-coverts bright Olive-Green

Belly is creamy buff
with ashy fringing

Flight-feathers Olive Green
with sooty Black inner webs

Distribution

Legs are pale pinkish-brown to light Tail is darker Olive Green

purplish-brown, soles chrome-yellow

Undertail Coverts &
vent are Yellow

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett

©www.ogaclicks.com
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Nicobar Bulbul identification Tips
Nicobar Bulbul : Ixos nicobarensis : Resident of Nicobar islands in India

Iris is Brown
- Head & crown sooty brown or blackish-brown

Bill is Blackish, dusky Yellow lower
mandible and cutting edges of upper

mandible =
Chin & throat dingy White, <N
subtly tinged Yellow ®

.

Brown breast band

Brown cheeks

Olive-Green, tinged Brown upperparts

Wing-coverts are Brown with Olive wash

Rusty breast with dingy

White, subtly tinged Yellow Flight-feathers olive-green,

tinged brown

Underbelly is white
with yellow suffusion

Tail is Brown with Olive wash

Legs are blackish-grey or dark

greenish-brown Distribution

Undertail Coverts &
vent are white with =

Nicobars
yellow suffusion
- )
L. ’
&
?—i&
Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent Q

Inskipp and Grimmett

©www.ogaclicks.com
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Olive Bulbul identification Tips
Nicobar Bulbul : lole virescens: Resident of North East India

Iris is Brown

Head & crown Olive

Upper mandible brownish-horn,

lower mandible paler Olive Brown cheeks

Chin & throat dingy White
Olive-Green, tinged Brown upperparts

Olive Yellow breast with Dark wash

Wing-coverts are Brown with Olive wash

Flight-feathers olive-green,
tinged brown

Tail is Brown Distribution

Legs are Brownish-Pink
with Olive wash

Undertail Coverts &

vent are Olive Yellow

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett

©www.ogaclicks.com
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Red-vented Bulbul identification Tips

Red-vented Bulbul : Pycnonotus cafer : Widespread resident in India

Iris is Reddish, Brownish or Greyish-Pink
= Head & crown Glossy Black with small tuft

Bill is Black == >
Olive Brown cheeks

Chin & throat Glossy Black Smoky Black, each feather edged with

Greyish White, giving a scaled

Glossy Black appearance upperparts

upper breast Wing-coverts are Black

Lower breast & under belly
smoky Black, each feather
edged with Greyish White,
giving a scaled appearance

Flight-feathers are Black

Rump and uppertail coverts white

Legs are brownish black,

soles gray, and claws black,
Tail is brownish black,

tipped with white

Distribution

Undertail Coverts &
vent are Crimson

Important id point

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com
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Red-whiskered Bulbul identification Tips
Red-whiskered Bulbul : Pycnonotus jocsus : Widespread resident in India ( Except North & North West)

Head & crown Glossy
Black with small tuft

Tuft of glossy, hair like crimson feathers
behind eyes forms "whiskers."

> White cheeks outlined
Bill is Black " : with black

Chin & throat White =2

¥
§

Incomplete dark-brown band
on upper breast forms an
interrupted collar

- Greyish White underparts,/
washed with Brownish

Legs are Black

Brown upperparts

Brown wing coverts

Dark Brown wing

Tail is brownish

Crimson vent

Important id point ©www.ogaclicks.com

Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com




Square tailed Bulbul identification Tips

Square tailed Bulbul : Hypsipetes ganeesa: Resident of Western Ghats in India

Iris is Reddish, Hazel, or Orange

- Head & crown glossy black head, greenish sheen with small crest

Bill is bright red, tinged orange

Slaty Brown cheek & Ear-coverts

Chin & throat faded Slate-Grey

Dull Bluish-Slate upperparts

Slate Grey breast Wing-coverts are dull Bluish-Slate

Underparts Slate Grey

Flight-feathers are dark Brown

Distribution

Legs are Yellowish-Red,

claws Blackish
Tail is dull Brown

Undertail-coverts slaty Brown with
dark shafts and Whitish edges

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett

©www.ogaclicks.com
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Striated Bulbul identification Tips

Striated Bulbul : Pyconotus striatus : Resident of Himalayas & North East India
Iris is deep Brown

Lores are Yellow

Head & crown greenish-brown, finely streaked white with dusky-olive crest

Bill is Black
White & Black Streaked cheek & Ear-coverts

Chin & throat Yellow
spotted Blackish

Bright olive, streaked white upperparts

Wing-coverts are Olive Green

Dark Grey breast broadly =———————y

streaked yellowish-white

Underparts Olive Green,
broadly streaked
yellowish-white

Flight-feathers are bright Olive fringed Yellow

/

e’ - 3
Py '\7
Legs are dark brown or / o &

plumbeous black

Distribution

Tail is rich Olive-Green, browner
towards tip, outer retrices with
small yellowish-white tips

Undertail-coverts slaty Brown with
dark shafts and Whitish edges

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
www.HBW.com

©www.ogaclicks.com




White-browed Bulbul identification Tips
White-browed Bulbul : Pycnonotus luteolus : Resident of Peninsular India

Iris is Red Brown

White supercilium extending beyond eye —— Head & crown Grey Brown

Whitish subocular crescent
Narrow dark eyestripe

Bill is Black
Whitish to Grey-Brown streaks on ear-coverts
Chin is yellowish-white

White throat Olivaceous Brown with dull Greenish feather edges upperparts

Pale Greyish-Olive breast Wing-coverts are Olivaceous Brown with pale fringes

Flight-feathers are Olivaceous Brown with
yellow fringes

Underparts yellowish-white

Distribution

Tail is Olive Brown

Legs are Greyish-Black

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett

©www.ogaclicks.com
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White-eared Bulbul identification Tips
White-eared Bulbul : Pycnonotus leucotis : Resident of North West India

Iris is dark Brown / Hazel, pale bare eyering
Head & crown Black

Whitish cheek & ear-coverts
Bill is Black

Chin & throat are Black

Pale Grey upperparts

Black upper breast
Wing-coverts are Pale Grey

Underparts pale Grey

Flight-feathers are Pale Grey

Distribution

Legs are Bluish-grey to

slaty black Tail is Grey

Undertail-coverts & vent are bright
orange-Yellow

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett

©www.ogaclicks.com
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White-throated Bulbul identification Tips
White-throated Bulbul : Alophoixus flaveolus : Resident of Himalayas & North East India

Iris is Brown

White lores Head & crown Bronzy-Olive with a crest

Long fine hairs emerging from nape

Bill is Bluish Grey - White-streaked Grey ear-coverts

Chin & throat are White =————=> .

r"

Yellow breast =23

Bronzy Olive upperparts

Wing-coverts are Rufous Brown

Underparts Yellow

Flight-feathers are Rufous Brown

Distribution

Legs are silvery grey, pale leaden
grey or pale fleshy brown

€ Tail is Rufous Brown

Undertail-coverts & vent are bright
Yellow

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett

©www.ogaclicks.com
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Yellow-browed Bulbul identification Tips
Yellow-browed Bulbul : Acritillas indica : Resident of Western Ghats in India

Iris is Reddish . . .
Head & crown Olive-Green with Bronzy tinge

Bill is Black
Olive-Green with Yellow streaking ear-coverts

Chin & throat are Yellow

Olive-Green upperparts with Bronzy tinge

Yellow breast
Wing-coverts are Olive Green brighter than upperparts

Underparts Yellow

“

Flight-feathers are Olive Green brighter than upperparts

o ..
b -t
.

‘l'

Legs are black, slaty or bluish-grey <

Distribution

Tail is Olive Green

Undertail-coverts & vent

are bright Yellow

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett

©www.ogaclicks.com
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Yellow-throated Bulbul identification Tips
Yellow-throated Bulbul : Pycnonotus xantholaemus: Resident of South Indian hills in India

Iris is brown or orange-brown . .
Head & crown Olive Yellowish

Bill is Black

Yellowish Olive ear-coverts

Chin & throat are Yellow

Greyish Brown upperparts

Grey breast

Wing-coverts are Brown, edged yellowish green

Underparts Whitish Grey =

Flight-feathers are Brown, edged yellowish green
Legs are black

Distribution

Undertail-coverts & vent
are bright Yellow

Important id point Reference : Birds of Indian Subcontinent
Inskipp and Grimmett
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